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MILFORD RESIDENTIAL SURVEY 
RESULTS 

 
1.  Are you a resident of the City of Milford (incorporated area)? 40 yes   0 no 
 
2. How long have you lived in the City of Milford as either a permanent or part-time resident? 
<1 year = 1   1-5 years = 17   6-19 years = 8   20+ years = 13 
 
3. Do you ____own or ____rent your residence? 

If you own, do you rent it out for ____ all or ____ part of year? 
 
4.  What type of residence do you live in? (please check one) 
0 Apartment 33 Single family home 0 Duplex  1 Condo   6 Villa 
 
5.  Do you own a business within the city of Milford? _____ yes _____ no 
 
6.  If you are currently employed, do you work within the city limits? _____ yes _____ 
no 
 
7.  Were you born in the City of Milford? _____yes _____ no  
 
8.  The following question contains two parts. Listed below are positive factors or personal needs 
that add to an individual’s Quality of Life. Please rate the importance of each as they contribute 
to your Quality of Life by circling the response that comes closest to how you feel.  
1 = Not at all Important; 2 = Slightly Important; 3 = Important; 4 = Very Important; 5 = Extremely 
Important 
(Please circle the most appropriate number, then indicate whether that need is being met by 
living in Milford by checking Yes or No.) TOP THREE CHOICES LISTED:   
             
   Need Met:   

Yes No  
Employment opportunities exist ....................................................11   ο  ο 
High quality schools ......................................................................22  ο  ο 
Low property taxes ........................................................................34   ο  ο 
Reasonable cost of living................................................................34  ο  ο 
Live close to stores, restaurants, and other services ......................20  ο  ο 
Uncongested roads..........................................................................19  ο  ο 
Presence of alternative transportation (bikeways/footpaths) .........0   ο  ο 
Protected open space and natural areas...........................................16  ο  ο 
Neighborhoods are safe ..................................................................26  ο  ο 
Housing is affordable......................................................................12  ο  ο 
 
9.  What should the goals and objectives of the land use planning effort be? (Check all that apply 
and, if necessary, add additional responses)  
__ Identify where future land uses should be encouraged throughout the City  
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__ Provide input on capital planning  
__ Identify characteristics and qualities of neighborhoods  
Other - please explain_________________________________________________  
 
10. What should be included in a Land Use Plan?  
__ History of the neighborhood  
__ Description of the existing community  
__ Vision for the future of neighborhoods  
__ Policies and standards  
__ Priorities for neighborhood improvements  
__ Strategies to implement the plan  
Other - please explain_________________________________________________  
 
11. How will you participate in the development of Milford’s Land Use Plan?  
__ Respond to survey material  
__ Attend community input meetings  
__ Would not participate  
Other - please explain_________________________________________________  
 
12. The following question lists businesses that may be compatible with sustaining Milford’s 
future economic health.  (Please indicate whether the following are desirable by circling the 
response that corresponds to your answer.)   TOP FIVE CHOICES LISTED: 
1=Highly Undesirable; 2=Undesirable; 3=Acceptable; 4=Desirable; 5=Highly Desirable 
Light Manufacturing involving the assembly of products ..........................................................18 
Business parks including uses such as offices and research & development facilities ...............24 
Assisted living facilities ...............................................................................................................26 
Medical offices and infrastructure ...............................................................................................28 
Small shop retail sector ................................................................................................................24 
Restaurants and Small Eateries (non-chain supported restaurants) .............................................15 
Franchise Restaurants ....................................................................................................................8 
Motels/Hotels .................................................................................................................................1 
Franchise Motels/Hotels ................................................................................................................3 
Bed and Breakfast Inns ..................................................................................................................7 
Educational facilities ....................................................................................................................15 
Nature based tourism (kayaking, etc) ............................................................................................9 
Other (Specify) ______________________________________ ………………………………..0 
 
13.  The following statements pertain to issues of transportation in Milford. Please indicate 
whether you agree or disagree with each of these statements by circling the response that 
corresponds to your answer. 
TOP THREE CHOICES LISTED: 
1=Strongly Disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree 
There is sufficient downtown parking ..........................................................................................20 
Seasonal traffic causes congestion.................................................................................................28 
There are adequate sidewalks for pedestrians................................................................................28 
There are adequate bicycle routes…..............................................................................................11 
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There are sufficient streets connecting adjacent neighborhoods……….………………….....18 
There is adequate public transportation .....................................................................................2 
Other (Specify) ______________________________________ ……………………………..0 
 
14.  The following statements pertain to issues of protecting Milford’s open space and natural 
resources. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each of these statements by 
circling the response that corresponds to your answer. 
1=Strongly Disagree; 2=Disagree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree 
Protecting open space in Milford will enhance property values and quality of life in 
town.......................1 2 3 4 5 
1 = 0   2 = 0   3 = 2    4 = 10   5 = 27  
The city should set priorities for open space – including agriculture and natural resource 
protection - and develop policies and procedures (including land purchase) for open space 
protection ..............................1 2 3 4 5 
1 = 0   2 = 0   3 = 1   4 = 12   5 = 26 
 
15. What kind of development would you like to see more of in Milford? 
Family type entertainment (2), affordable housing for the elderly, shopping mall (5) and movie 
theater (7), retail and restaurants, educational, research facility, new hospital (3), Costco’s, 
Lowes or Home Depot, arts and entertainment, outlets, high quality restaurants (3), chain 
department stores, none (2), jobs, more department stores, medium priced housing, motels, 
walking areas, mix of housing quality, multi-family housing, business park, good jobs, good 
bakery, family fishing, boat rentals, medical clinics, apartments for young people, farming, 
enclosed shopping mall, home improvement center, Jiffy Lube, Irish pub, Cracker Barrel, 
Staples, Office Depot, single family homes, residential, fringe retail, commercial with good 
paying jobs, small retail, arts, luxury homes, controlled land use, coffee house 
 
16.  In what areas would you like to see these kinds of development?  
Business park (hospital), near water, riverwalk 
 
17. In your opinion, what kind of development does Milford currently have too much of?  
Housing developments (9), fast food, high density housing, bars and liquor stores, new houses, 
pharmacies, pizza shops, banks, new fast food, oriental restaraunts, large scale housing projects, 
office space, Chinese restaraunts, condos, strip shopping, churches, low income rental housing 
 
18. Would you be interested in receiving information regarding future meetings about the Land 
Use Plan for Milford?   If yes, please provide your name, address, and phone number.  
 
 
19. Do you feel that up-zoning (e.g., low intensity residential district to high intensity residential 
district allowing greater development) is O.K.?  
  
 
20. Do you feel that down-zoning (e.g., high intensity residential district to low intensity 
residential district allowing less development) is O.K.?  
 



City of Milford, 2008 Comprehensive Plan Book Four Page 5 

 
21. In your opinion, what part(s) of the city are best suited for commercial development?  
 
 
22. In your opinion, what part(s) of the city are best suited for industrial development?  
 
 
23. Overall, what is your opinion of the roads in the City of Milford?  
 
 
24. Where do you think the most traffic problems occur? What do you think should be done to 
solve this problem?  
 
 
25. Would you use city transit services, such as a city bus service? If so, how frequently?  
 
 
26. Do you commute to work outside of Milford?  
 Yes = 9 No = 24 
 
27. If you commute to work outside of Milford, would you use public transportation?  
 Yes = 6 No = 10 
 
28. Would you say that Milford is a good place to live?  
 Yes = 36 No = 0  Fair = 4 
 
29. In general, do you think that during the last two years living in Milford has improved, stayed 
the same or worsened?  

Improved = 15  Stayed Same = 9 Worsened = 10 
 
30. Is there an area or an aspect of the City that you consider unsafe? If so, where and why? 
 
31. Is there an area(s) or place in the City that you feel should be preserved at all costs? If yes, 
where and why?  
 
32. What could be added to the city that would make it more beneficial to your needs (i.e. more 
greenways, pedestrian circulation routes, more parks, better public transportation)?  
 
33. What do you like most about your neighborhood?  
 
34. What do you like least about your neighborhood?  
 
35. What do you think should be the main priority for improving your neighborhood?  
Group homes, more street lights, keep it safe and quiet, better roads, and better street lights, fire 
service and EMT, homeowner’s restrictions, street repair, more open space, less renters, unsafe 
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to walk on Rt 113, good communication between neighbors, sidewalks and street lights, 113 By-
Pass, paving roads, keep vacant areas mowed and free of trash, adequate city services, traffic 
 
36. What part of Milford do you think is in most need of improvement?  
Keep businesses in downtown, downtown, the government, downtown and surrounding 
neighborhood, Church Street, better selection of stores in downtown, save the buildings and 
homes, downtown and surrounding areas, NE Front Street, North of downtown, old town, low 
interest loans for home repair, Bus Rt 1 corridor, housing downtown, downtown and NE Front 
Street, SE Front Street, low income neighborhoods, all areas, all, Marshall and Walnut, 
downtown and areas leaving downtown 
 
37. Apart from the City Council, who else do you think has an important role in improving local 
communities?  
(i.e. Local Businesses, Church/faith organizations, Local Community groups, etc.)  
 
 
38. What do you think is the best way to consult with citizens and stakeholders about important 
issues? (circle those that apply)  
Publicity, surveys in the newspaper, public displays, through local groups, public interest 
meetings, city website,  
Other (explain)______________________________________________  
 
If there are issues that you feel are important to the City’s Land Plan that were not mentioned 
above, please describe them in the space provided below.  
 
 
The next few questions are about you and will help us to know more about Milford’s residents. 
Your answers will be kept strictly confidential. 
 
39.  What is your age? ____ 
<30 year = 1   31-50 years = 4 51-70 years = 29   71-90 years = 6 
 
40.  What is the highest level of education you have completed? 

Grade School = 1 
Some High School = 0 
High School Graduate = 6 
Some College = 10 
College Graduate = 11 
Post Graduate Education = 12 

 
41.  Are you  ο Male   or  ο Female? 
 
42.  How many people in each age group live in your household? 

_____ 5 years and under _____ 6 to 18 years _____ 19 to 25 years _____ 26 to 50 years 
_____ 51 to 65 years _____ 65 years and older 
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43.  I consider my race to be (Check one): 
ο White/Caucasian ο Black/African American 
ο American Indian ο Asian or Pacific Islander 
ο Hispanic origin ο Other ____________________ 

 
44.  What category best describes your employment status (Check one) 

Employed full time = 14 
Employed part time = 7 
Not employed = 0 
Retired = 19 
Student = 0 
Other (Specify) = 0 

 
Please either leave this questionnaire in the City drop box located at City Hall, or if you would 
like to mail this completed questionnaire to the City, please send it to:  

Planning Department 
City of Milford 

PO Box 159 
Milford, DE  19963 

 
 

Thank you for your cooperation and input! 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF CITY OF MILFORD ORDINANCE 2008-2 

Amendment to the City of Milford Zoning Code Chapter 230 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Monday, March 24, 2008, City Council, in regular session 
at the Delaware Rural Water Association Facility at 210 Vickers Drive, adopted, with revisions, 
the following ordinance: 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2008-2 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
MILFORD, CHAPTER 230, ZONING, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
ESTABLISHING WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION AREAS. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Milford relies on groundwater as its sole source of drinking water; and 
 
WHEREAS, the protection of existing and proposed sources of water for public consumption is 
critical to the protection of public health, the environment, and continued economic prosperity; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Congress has mandated the assessment of drinking water supplies 
through the provisions of the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996; and 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Congress has encouraged the protection of drinking water 
supplies through the provisions of the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of Delaware requires counties and municipalities with a population of 
2,000 or more to adopt overlay maps delineating, as critical areas, source water assessment, 
wellhead protection, and excellent groundwater recharge potential areas through the provisions 
of the Delaware Source Water Protection Law of 2001; and 
 
WHEREAS the State of Delaware, through the provisions of the Source Water Protection Law of 
2001, requires counties and municipalities with a population of 2,000 or more to adopt 
regulations governing the use of land within source water assessment, wellhead protection, and 
excellent groundwater recharge potential areas to protect those critical areas from activities and 
substances that may harm water quality and subtract from overall water quality. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILFORD HEREBY 
ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  Amend §230-4 A by inserting the following definitions: 
 
Aboveground Storage Tank (AST): An AST is a single containment vessel greater than 250 
gallons as defined in the Delaware Regulations Governing Aboveground Storage Tanks.  ASTs 
with a storage capacity greater than 12, 499 gallons containing petroleum or hazardous 
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substances, and ASTs with a storage capacity greater than 39,999 gallons containing diesel, 
heating fuel or kerosene are subject to the design, construction, operation, and maintenance 
requirements of the Delaware AST regulations.   
 
Applicant: A person, firm, or government agency that executes the necessary forms to obtain 
approval or a permit for any zoning, subdivision, land development, building, land disturbance, 
or other activity regulated.  
 
Aquifer:  A geological formation, group of formations or part of a formation composed of rock, 
sand, or gravel capable of storing and yielding groundwater to wells.  
 
CERCLA Hazardous Substances: Defined in terms of either those substances specifically 
designated as hazardous under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA), otherwise known as the Superfund law, or those substances identified 
under other laws.  In all, the Superfund law includes references to four other laws to designate 
more than 800 substances as hazardous, and identify many more as potentially hazardous due to 
their characteristics and the circumstances of their release.  
 
Contamination:  Any physical, chemical, biological, or radiological substance that enters the 
hydrological cycle through human action and may cause a deleterious effect on ground water 
resources; it shall include but is not limited to hazardous waste, limiting nutrients, and sanitary 
sewage.  
 
Delineation: The process of defining and/or mapping a boundary that approximates the areas 
that contribute water to a particular water source used as a public water supply.  
 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR): A report required by this ordinance that 
assesses the environmental characteristics of a source water protection area and determines what 
effects or impacts will result if the area is altered or disturbed by a proposed action that would 
increase impervious cover beyond the recommended 20% threshold. 
 
Excellent Ground-Water Recharge Potential Area: Those areas with high percentages of sand 
and gravel that have "excellent" potential for recharge as determined through a Stack Unit 
Mapping Analysis delineated by the Delaware Geological Survey and presented in the Report of 
Investigations No. 66, Ground-water Recharge Potential Mapping in Kent and Sussex Counties, 
Delaware, Geological Survey, 2004. 
 
Geologist: An individual who is registered in the State of Delaware to practice the profession of 
geology. 
 
Ground Water:  The water contained in interconnected pores located below the water table in 
an unconfined aquifer or located in a confined aquifer. 
 
Hazardous Substance UST System: Underground storage tank system that contains a 
hazardous substance defined in 101(14) of the CERCLA (but not including any substance 
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regulated as a hazardous waste under RCRA Subtitle C) or any mixture of such substances and 
petroleum, and which is not a petroleum UST system. 
 
Hazardous Waste:  A solid waste, or combination of solid wastes, which because of its 
quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics may cause or 
significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible or 
incapacitating irreversible, illness, or pose a substantial present or potential a hazard to human 
health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, or dispose of, or 
otherwise managed, Without limitation, included within this definition are those hazardous 
wastes described in Sections 261.31, 261.32, and 261.33 of the Delaware Regulations Governing 
Hazardous Waste.  
 
Impervious Cover: Surfaces providing negligible infiltration such as pavement, concrete, 
graded aggregate, buildings, recreation facilities (e.g. tennis courts, swimming pools, etc.).   
 
Natural Condition:  Open space that is essentially unimproved and set aside, dedicated, 
designated, or reserved for public or private use.   
 
Passive Recreation: Recreation that involves existing natural resources and has a minimal 
impact because they do not require the alteration of existing topography.  Such passive recreation 
shall include but not be limited to non-motorized vehicles, hiking, bicycling, picnicking, and 
bird-watching.  
 
Public Water Supply Well:  Any well from which the water is used to serve a community water 
system by section 22.146 (Public Water Systems) in the Delaware State Regulations Governing 
Public Drinking Water Systems.  
 
Public Drinking Water System:  A community, non-community, or non-transient non-
community water system, which provides piped water to the public for human consumption.  The 
system must have at least 15 service connections or regularly serve at least 25 individuals daily 
for at least 60 days.  
 
Redevelopment:  Any proposed expansion, addition, or major facade change to an existing 
building, structure, or parking facility.  
 
Runoff:  That portion of precipitation or snow melt that has not evaporated or infiltrated into the 
soil, but flows on land or impervious surfaces and discharges to a swale, ditch or stream.  
 
Sanitary Landfill:  A land site at which solid waste is deposited on or into the land as fill for the 
purpose of permanent disposal, except that it will not include any facility that has been approved 
for the disposal of hazardous waste under the Delaware Regulations Governing Hazardous 
Waste. 
 
Site plan approval: is a process for the review and approval of a development or redevelopment 
plan prior to the issuance of a development. 
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Source Water:  Any aquifer from which water is drawn either periodically or continuously by a 
public water system.  
 
Source Water Assessment Area:  The area delineated by DNREC Source Water Assessment 
and Protection Program that contributes water to a public water supply system.    
 
Source Water Assessment and Protection Program: Created by Congress as part of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996. The goal of the SWAPP is to better protect public 
drinking water resources by providing local and state governments, and the public more 
information about those resources. The susceptibility of each source of public drinking water to 
various types of contamination will be determined and published. 
 
Source Water Assessment Plan: The October 1999 U.S. EPA approved plan for evaluating the 
sources of public drinking water in Delaware for their vulnerability and susceptibility to 
contamination.  
 
Source Water Assessment Report (SWAP):  The identification and evaluation of the sources 
of water within the state used by public water systems in an effort to determine the vulnerability 
and susceptibility to contamination.  
 
Stormwater: The runoff of water from the surface of the land resulting from precipitation or 
snow or ice melts 
 
Stormwater Management:   
A) for water quantity control, a system of vegetative, structural, and other measures that may 
control the volume and rate of stormwater runoff which may be caused by land disturbing 
activities or activities upon the land; and  
 
 
B) for water quality control, a system of vegetative, structural, and other measures that control 
adverse effects on water quality that may be caused by land disturbing activities or activities 
upon the land.  
 
Source Water Protection Area:  Wellhead Protection Areas and Excellent Ground-Water 
Recharge Potential Areas. 
 
Vacant Property: Lands or buildings that are not actively used for any purpose as designated in 
the underlying zoning district/overlay for one year. 
 
Underground Storage Tank (UST):  A UST is one or a combination of Tanks including 
underground Pipes, the volume of which is 10% or more belowground, as defined in the 
Delaware Regulations Governing Underground Storage Tank Systems.  The following USTs are 
not subject to the design, construction, operation, and maintenance requirements of the Delaware 
UST Regulations:  Residential Heating Fuel, Agricultural, and Residential Motor Fuel USTs less 
than 1,100 gallons and any UST less than 110 gallons. 
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Wastewater: Solid, semi-solid or water-carried waste from septic tanks, water closets, 
residences, building, industrial establishments, or other places, together with such groundwater 
infiltration, subsurface water, and mixtures of industrial wastes or other wastes as may be 
present. 
 
Water Quality: Those characteristics of stormwater runoff from an impervious surface or a land 
disturbing activity that relate to the chemical, physical, biological, or radiological integrity of 
water. 
 
Water Quantity: 
1)  Those characteristics of stormwater runoff that relate to the volume of stormwater runoff to 
downstream-gradient areas resulting from land disturbing activities. 
2)  Those characteristics of stormwater that relate to the volume of stormwater that infiltrates the 
land surface and enters the underlying aquifer. 
 
Wellhead: The upper terminal of a well, including adapters, ports, seals, valves, and other 
attachments 
 
Wellhead Protection Areas (WHPA):  Surface and subsurface areas surrounding public water 
supply wells or well fields where the quantity or quality of ground water moving toward the 
wells or well fields may be adversely affected by land use activity.  
 
Wellhead Protection Plan:  The March 1990 U.S. EPA approved plan for protecting the quality 
of drinking water derived from public water supply wells in Delaware.  
 
Section 2.        Amend Chapter 230, Article III by adding a new section 19.2 to read as follows: 
 
§230-19.2  Source Water Protection District 
A.        The purpose of the Source Water Protection District is to protect public health and safety 

in the City of Milford by minimizing contamination of aquifers, preserving, and 
protecting existing and potential sources of drinking water supplies.  The district shall be 
established in delineated wellhead protection areas around all public water wells and 
excellent groundwater recharge potential areas located within the corporate limits of the 
City of Milford. 

B.        Superimposed district; effect on other provisions. 
1) To enable the Source Water Protection District to operate in harmony with the land use 
component of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, subdivision and zoning regulations, the 
Source Water Protection District is created as a special district to be superimposed on 
other districts contained in the City of Milford’s Zoning Ordinance.   
2) The requirements and provisions established in this district shall prevail over 
conflicting requirements of the zoning and subdivision ordinances. 

C.        Source Water Protection Area Maps 
1) Overlay maps prepared or provided by the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control (DNREC) delineating wellhead protection and excellent 
groundwater recharge potential areas in the City of Milford are included as a part of the 
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City’s Official Zoning Map and shall be designated as the Source Water Protection 
District. 
2) The maps shall be utilized by the administrative official in determining whether a lot 
or parcel lies within the source water protection district as described in subparagraph D of 
this section. The lack of an indication on this map as to whether certain property is within 
or outside of the boundaries of this overlay district shall not be constructed as a 
conclusive determination that said property is within or outside the boundaries of the 
source water protection overlay district. Rather, the controlling factor in making such a 
determination shall be the description contained in subparagraph E of this section. 

D.        Source Water Protection Standards. 
1)         For a confined wellhead the wellhead protection area shall be 150 feet from the wellhead.  
2)         For an unconfined wellhead generating less than 50,000 gallons a day the wellhead 

protection area shall be 150 feet from the wellhead. 
3)         For an unconfined wellhead generating greater than 50,000 gallons a day the wellhead 

protection area shall be delineated by the State of Delaware, Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control, Division of Water Resources, Source Water 
Assessment and Protection Program. 

4)         The area contained within a source water protection area shall be divided into zones: 
            a.         Zone 1:  A surface area extending in a 150 foot radius around the wellhead. 
            b.         Zone 2:  The remaining surface area of a delineated wellhead protection area 

outside of Zone 1. 
            c.         Zone 3: Excellent groundwater recharge areas. 
 
5)         Zone 1 Requirements 
            a.         Permitted Uses 

1.         Infrastructure, equipment, buildings, access and other uses associated with 
the well, distribution and treatment facilities of the water system and their 
maintenance. 

                        2.         Wells existing prior to December 31, 2007.  No other structures or uses 
shall be permitted in Zone 1 unless the application, which shall 
demonstrate the proposed structure or use will not harm or potentially 
harm the public drinking water supply, is approved as a Conditional Use 
by City Council.   

6)         Zone 2 Requirements 
            a.         Permitted Uses 
                        1.         Uses permitted in the underlying zoning district may be permitted under 

an approved Conditional Use that protects the public drinking water 
supply for the City and meets the minimum requirements for stormwater 
management, impervious cover, above ground and underground storage 
tanks. 

            b.         Stormwater Management 
                        1.         Stormwater shall be treated by an approved stormwater quality 

management practice in accordance with current requirements of the 
Delaware Sediment and Stormwater Regulations dated October 11, 2006 
or as later revised. 
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                        2.         For all new construction, all structures shall be required to discharge roof 
drains into recharge systems.  Recharge systems shall be in accordance 
with Section 10.0 of the Delaware Sediment and Stormwater Regulations 
dated October 11, 2006 or as later revised.   

            c.         Impervious Cover 
                        1.         Wellhead Protection Areas should not exceed 20% impervious cover.  

New development in this Zone may exceed the 20% impervious cover 
threshold within Wellhead protection Areas , but shall be no more than 
50% impervious cover, provided the applicant submits an Environmental 
Assessment Impact Report as provided for in §230-19.2F   indicating the 
additional impervious area will not have an adverse impact on the drinking 
water supply. 

            d.         Underground Storage Tanks (UST) 
                        1.         Underground storage tanks with a capacity greater than 110 gallons 

containing petroleum, and Residential and Agricultural USTs with a 
capacity greater than 1,100 gallons containing heating fuel or motor fuel 
shall be permitted in a designated wellhead area if the USTs are designed, 
constructed, maintained, and operated in accordance with the Delaware 
Regulations Governing Underground Storage Tank Systems, or as later 
revised.  (NOTE:  Regulated USTs must be constructed with secondary 
containment of the tanks and piping and must have continuous monitoring 
for releases.)  The property owner shall be required to submit an annual 
report, prepared by a licensed tank inspector, certifying the UST meets the 
criteria established herein. 

                        2.         Underground storage tanks with a capacity greater than 110 gallons 
containing a hazardous substance as defined in CERCLA §101(14) shall 
be permitted in a designated wellhead area if the USTs are designed, 
constructed, maintained and operated  in accordance with the Delaware 
Regulations Governing Underground Storage Tank Systems.  (NOTE:  
Regulated USTs must be constructed with secondary containment of the 
Tanks and piping and must have continuous monitoring for releases.)  The 
property owner shall be required to submit an annual report, prepared by a 
licensed tank inspector, certifying the UST meets the criteria established 
herein. 

            c.         Above Ground Storage Tanks 
                        1.         Aboveground storage tanks with a capacity greater than 12,499 gallons 

containing petroleum or hazardous substances, and ASTs with a storage 
capacity greater than 39,999 gallons containing diesel, heating fuel or 
kerosene shall be permitted in a delineated wellhead area if the ASTs are 
designed, constructed, operated and maintained with the applicable 
requirements in the Delaware Regulations Governing Aboveground Storage 
Tanks. 

7)         Zone 3 Requirements 
            a.         Permitted Uses 
                        1.         Uses permitted within the underlying zoning district unless prohibited by this 

Section. 
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                        2.         Hazardous Waste Storage, Treatment, and Disposal Facilities, Hazardous 
Waste Generators, Sanitary and Industrial Facilities as defined in the 
Delaware Regulations Governing Hazardous Waste, Vehicle Repair, Salvage 
Operations, Waste Sludge Storage or Application, Solid Waste Landfills, 
Tire Piles and Dredge Spoil Sites shall not be permitted in Zone 3. 

            b.         Stormwater Management and Impervious Cover 
                        1.         There are no requirements contained in this section in order for the 

development to occur provided the impervious cover of that portion of the 
parcel within the excellent recharge area is thirty-five (35) percent or less. 

                        2.         Impervious cover of that portion of the parcel within the excellent recharge 
area or greater than thirty-five (35) percent but no more than sixty (60) 
percent is allowed provided the applicant demonstrates through a report 
prepared by a registered professional geologist or registered professional 
engineer familiar with the hydro geologic characteristics of the City of 
Milford and the surrounding areas using climatic water budget that post-
development recharge quantity will meet or exceed the existing (pre-
development) recharge quantity.  Efforts to mitigate discharges to 
impervious surfaces shall count towards the formula used to compute post-
development mitigation of any discharges.  

                        3.         For all new construction where the impervious surfaces exceed sixty (60) 
percent or where the level of post-development recharge is less than pre-
development recharge, all structures shall be required to discharge roof 
drains into underground recharge systems or permeable surfaces that allow 
the discharges to infiltrate into the ground. Efforts to mitigate discharges to 
impervious surfaces shall count towards the formula used to compute post-
development mitigation of any discharges. 

                        4.         Discharge from roof drains, containment areas or impoundments that have 
run-off from an area that may contain contaminants from mechanical 
systems shall be segregated and treated prior to discharge. 

            c.         Underground Storage Tanks (UST) 
                        1.         Underground storage tanks with a capacity greater than 110 gallons 

containing petroleum, and Residential and Agricultural USTs with a capacity 
greater than 1,100 gallons containing heating fuel or motor fuel shall be 
permitted in a designated wellhead area if the USTs are designed, 
constructed, maintained, and operated in accordance with the Delaware 
Regulations Governing Underground Storage Tank Systems, or as later 
revised.  (NOTE:  Regulated USTs must be constructed with secondary 
containment of the tanks and piping and must have continuous monitoring 
for releases.)  The property owner shall be required to submit an annual 
report, prepared by a licensed tank inspector, certifying the UST meets the 
criteria established herein. 

                        2.         Underground storage tanks with a capacity greater than 110 gallons 
containing a hazardous substance as defined in CERCLA §101(14) shall 
be permitted in zone 3 if the USTs are designed, constructed, maintained 
and operated  in accordance with the Delaware Regulations Governing 
Underground Storage Tank Systems.  (NOTE:  Regulated USTs must be 
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constructed with secondary containment of the Tanks and piping and must 
have continuous monitoring for releases.)  The property owner shall be 
required to submit an annual report, prepared by a licensed tank inspector, 
certifying the UST meets the criteria established herein. 

            d.         Above Ground Storage Tanks 
1.         Aboveground storage tanks with a capacity greater than 12,499 gallons 

containing petroleum or hazardous substances, and ASTs with a storage 
capacity greater than 39,999 gallons containing diesel, heating fuel or 
kerosene shall be permitted in Zone 3 if the ASTs are designed, constructed, 
operated and maintained with the applicable requirements in the Delaware 
Regulations Governing Aboveground Storage Tanks. 

E.         Boundary Determination for Source Water Protection Areas 
            1)         All subdivision and land development plans depicting development or land 

disturbance submitted for City review shall be evaluated for the existence of source 
water protection areas.  All such areas are as depicted on Source Water Protection 
Area maps  Maps/overlays are available from Delaware Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC), Division of Water Resources, 
Source Water Assessment and Protection Program (SWAPP).   If a SWPA exists 
within a proposed development site, the boundaries of these areas shall be delineated 
on the plan by the applicant's State of Delaware Professional Engineer or 
Professional Geologist.  

            2)         DNREC SWAPP may, when based on sound science and information, revise and 
update the overlay maps of wellhead protection areas. 

            3)         The Delaware Geological Survey (DGS) may, when based on sound science and 
information, revise and update the overlay maps of good or excellent ground-water 
recharge potential areas. 

            4)         When there appears to be a conflict between the mapped boundary and actual site 
conditions, the applicant may engage the services of Professional Geologist to 
prepare a report intended to determine more accurately the precise boundary of the 
Source water Protection Area.  The Report shall include: 

                                    a)         A detailed topographic layout of the subdivision and/or area to be 
developed         and prepared by a State-registered professional land 
surveyor or Professional Geologist; 

                                    b)         Evidence derived from a site-specific investigation that may include 
aquifer testing, test borings, test pits, observation wells, groundwater 
elevations, and topography surveys as appropriate for the type of 
source water protection area that clearly demonstrate that the area in 
question does not meet the definition of a source water protection 
area as defined.  

                                    c)         Any challenges to the delineations of the good or excellent ground-
water recharge potential areas must follow the methods used in the 
Delaware Geological Survey publication: Report of Investigations 
No. 66, Ground-      Water Recharge Potential Mapping in Kent and 
Sussex Counties, Delaware.  The challenge must be approved by 
DGS and DNREC SWAPP. 
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                                    d)         Notwithstanding any other section of this Chapter, if an owner 
initiates a  precise boundary delineation pursuant to this section, any 
and all time review limitations shall be stayed pending the 
submission of the complete          report contemplated by this section. 
Following submission of the report and all supporting documents, 
DNREC shall have ninety (90) days to finally approve or disapprove 
the exploratory sketch plan submission or such further time as 
deemed necessary by the Department, but not to exceed an additional 
ninety (90) days. 

F.         Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
New development may exceed the 20% impervious cover threshold within the Source Water 
Protection Area Zone 2, but be no more than 50% impervious, provided the applicant 
submits an environmental assessment report including a climatic water budget and systems 
to augment recharge that assure water quality as well as quantity. The environmental impact 
assessment must document that post-development recharge will be no less than 
predevelopment recharge when computed on an annual basis.   

 
Commonly, the applicant offsets the loss of recharge due to impervious cover by 
constructing recharge basins that convey pretreated rooftop runoff for infiltration to ground 
water.  Refer to Supplement 1 entitled Ground-Water Recharge Design Methodology for the 
details of how to design recharge facilities in Delaware source water protection areas. 

 
A Delaware Registered Professional Engineer and/or Professional Geologist prepares an 
environmental assessment report, usually containing the following elements of planning, 
design, construction, and maintenance of ground-water recharge facilities: 

            1)         Site description of proposed development within the water resource protection area 
            2)         Climatic water balance comparing predevelopment and post-development recharge 

potential 
            3)         Subsurface exploration including borings, test pits, and infiltration tests 
            4)         Design of ground-water recharge facilities that assure water quality as well as 

quantity 
            5)         Construction and maintenance considerations 
            6)         Recommended ground-water monitoring plan  
            7)         Water management agreement between the applicant and the town, city, or county 

providing for monitoring and maintenance of the recharge system.  The applicant 
will abide by the Ground Water Management Agreement as written in DNREC 
Supplement 1to the Source Water Protection Guidance Manual for the Local 
Governments of Delaware: Ground-Water Recharge Design Methodology, dated 
May 2005 or as later revised.  

G.        Nonconforming Uses 
Nonconforming uses may continue in a source water protection area in the form in which 
they existed at the time of the adoption of this ordinance, unless they pose a direct hazard to 
the city's water supply, as determined by the water and waste water department upon advice 
from the Delaware Division of Public Health, or are causing some foreign substances (oil, 
salts, chemicals, or other substances) to be introduced into the city's water supply, as 
determined by the water and waste water department upon advice from DNREC's Division 
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of Air and Waste Management and/or Division of Water Resources.  In the latter case, the 
building department shall issue a mandatory cease and desist to stop the offending activity 
within the area.  Nonconforming existing underground or above-ground storage of oil, 
petroleum, and petroleum products shall require secondary containment pursuant to the 
State of Delaware regulations governing underground storage tanks or for above-ground 
storage of petroleum products secondary containment facilities capable of capturing the 
material stored on the site, for existing facilities that are proposed either to be upgraded or 
replaced. 

H.        Replacement and New Wells 
            1)         The replacement of any existing public water supply well that was not required to 

meet this wellhead protection requirement at the date of its original installation and 
that has failed shall be exempt from meeting this wellhead protection requirement. 

            2)         All public water supply wells within a housing development, subdivision, or strip 
development recorded on or after the implementation of the Delaware Regulations 
Governing the Construction and Use of Wells, dated April 6, 1997 or as later 
revised, shall be located at least one-hundred fifty (150) feet within the subdivision’s 
or development’s outermost property lines. 

 
Section 3.  Dates. 
This ordinance will become effective April 3, 2008. 
 
A complete copy of the Code of the City of Milford is available by request through the City Clerk’s 
Office at City of Milford Public Works, 180 Vickers Drive, Milford, Delaware, 19963 or by 
accessing its website at cityofmilford.com 
 
 
                                                                                                By: Terri K. Hudson, CMC 
 
03/31/08 
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THE CITY OF MILFORD 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION REGULATIONS 

 
 Purpose; Definitions. 
 
A. These regulations are applicable to structures used for residential purposes. 
 
B. The purpose of this Article shall be to accomplish the following: 

(1) To assist in preserving the historic character and the historic fabric of the City of Milford.  
(2) To safeguard the heritage of the City by preserving the elements which reflect the 
cultural, social, economic, political or architectural history of the City. 
(3) To promote the use and preservation of the values as established by the City of Milford 
Comprehensive Plan. 
(4) To recommend alteration or new construction in keeping with the Historic District. 
(5) To recommend restoration rather than demolition of contributing structures or historic 
properties. 
(6) To encourage the proper maintenance, preservation and, when necessary, alteration of 
structures in the Historic District. 

 
C. Definitions. In this Article, the following definitions shall be applicable unless the context 
clearly indicates to the contrary:  
 
ALTERATION(S): Any activity requiring a building permit, the approval of the Building 
Official, and/or any change in the exterior appearance (other than maintenance) or structural 
change, including but not limited to construction, reconstruction, renovation, modification, 
alteration, moving or demolition to a non-commercial structure within the Historic District of the 
City of Milford. 
 
COMMERCIAL STRUCTURE/SITE: Any structure or site which is currently used primarily for 
commercial activities and not primarily for residential uses. 
 
CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURES: Structures that are judged to add to the Historic District’s 
sense of time, place and historic development under criteria established by the HPC including 
historical significance, integrity and context. Such structures are so designated because they meet 
an architectural test (i.e., compatible with surrounding buildings or represent an architectural 
style identified with the City of Milford’s history) and a longevity test (more than fifty (50) years 
old). No buildings individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or listed as a 
Historic Property within or without the designated Historic District, or those buildings that may 
be candidates or are currently pending for such status, will be approved for demolition unless 
deemed by the Building Official to be a public hazard. 
 
DEMOLITION: Destruction, razing, commencement of the work or steps of total or partial 
destruction with the purpose of completing the same, includes any willful neglect in the 
maintenance and repair of a structure, that does not result from a financial inability to maintain 
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and repair the structure and threatens to result in substantial deterioration of the exterior features 
or the structural integrity of the building. 
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: An overlay zoning district on the City of Milford Zoning Map 
designating that area of the City identified and designated as having historic importance and 
included in Appendix A. (Historic District Map) 
 
HISTORIC PROPERTIES: Non-commercial structures and sites, public rights of way or areas 
designated by City Council as having importance in the history of the City of Milford as listed in 
Appendix B. These properties may be within or not within the designated Historic District (see 
Appendix A, to be added). 
 
IN PUBLIC VIEW: That portion of a structure that is visible or could be visible but for a fence 
or landscaping from a public right of way or public or Private Street. 
 
MAINTENANCE/REPAIR: Ordinary repairs and maintenance, including, design, materials, 
features or finishes of a structure which do not alter the exterior appearance of the structure and 
have no material effect on the historical, archaeological or architectural significance of the 
structure. Paint color is included in this definition regardless of the effect on exterior appearance. 
 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL: Hereinafter known as City Council. 
 
NON-CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE: Structures that do not add to the Historic District’s 
sense of time, place and historic development. Such structures are so designated because they are 
not listed or pending to become listed on the National Register of Historic Places or do not meet 
either an architectural test (i.e., compatible with surrounding buildings or represent an 
architectural style identified with history) or longevity test (more than 50 years old). Non-
contributing structures will be identified by the Historical Society/Historical Society member or 
by a Historical Preservation Official selected by the Historical Preservation Committee. 
 
RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE: Any structure or site currently used primarily for residential 
living. 
 
STRUCTURE: A combination of materials to form a construction that is stable, including, but 
not limited to: buildings, sheds, outbuildings, fences. 
 
Historic Preservation Commission, composition, qualifications, appointment. 
 
A. There is hereby established a commission to be called the “Historic Preservation 
Commission” (hereafter “HPC”). 
 
B. The HPC shall consist of seven (7) members to be appointed by the Mayor of the City of 
Milford, subject to confirmation by a majority of the elected members of the City Council for a 
term of three (3) years. The terms of the members of the HPC first appointed pursuant to this 
Chapter shall expire as follows: three (3) members shall be appointed for a term of three (3) 
years; two (2) members shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years; and two (2) members shall 
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be appointed for a term of one (1) year. Appointments shall be made with consideration of the 
diverse talents and communities represented in the City of Milford; priority consideration for 
appointments shall be given to representatives from the field of building construction and 
architectural design, as well as a representative of the Milford Historical Society and the Milford 
Museum. At least three (3) members shall be residents of, or own property in the Historic 
District, and all members shall be residents of, own property in or be leaseholders of public lands 
within the City of Milford. 
 
C. The City Planner shall be an ex officio member of the HPC. An ex officio member may 
exercise all the powers of the regular members of the HPC except that he/she shall not have a 
vote. No ex officio member shall hold an office on the HPC. 
 
D. The HPC shall elect annually a chairperson, vice-chairperson, and a secretary from among its 
own members and may utilize experts, clerks and such other assistance that its fiscal 
appropriations may permit. The HPC may also appoint, by and with the prior approval of the 
City Council, a custodian of its plans and records who may be the City Manager or his/her 
designee or the City Planner. 
 
E. The HPC shall establish its own rules and procedures and determine the times of its meetings. 
All meetings and actions of the HPC shall be open to the public except appropriate executive 
sessions. All records of the HPC shall be public except those otherwise required to be 
confidential. 
 
F. The HPC shall schedule semi-monthly meetings. If no agenda items are available or requested 
three (3) days prior to the time of the scheduled meeting, such meeting may be cancelled. 
 
G. The HPC will hear all applications that meet the above criteria at its regularly scheduled 
meetings. The Chair will establish the meeting agenda for reviewing applications according to 
the scope of the project in the following order: minor changes, resubmissions, major changes, 
and new construction or demolition. The Chair will reserve the right to modify the sequence 
when necessary. 
 
Procedures. 
 
A. Before the construction, alteration, reconstruction, moving or demolition of any dwelling, 
residence or related structures on property within the Historic District or on Historic Properties 
not within the Historic District (see Appendix A) that would affect the exterior appearance of a 
structure visible or intended to be visible from an adjacent public way, the owner, agent or 
representative proposing to construct or change shall file with the Building Official of the City of 
Milford an application for permission from the HPC to construct, build, alter, reconstruct, move, 
demolish or make the addition. 
 
B. Actions not requiring review by the HPC. Ordinary repairs and maintenance that do not 
constitute a change to the appearance of the structure include: 

(1) Repair of existing windows and doors, using the same material, including the installation 
of storm windows that will not alter the exterior appearance of the structure.  
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(2) Maintenance and repair of existing roof material, involving no change in the design, 
scale, material or appearance of the structure. 
(3) Repair of existing roof structures, such as cupolas, dormers and chimneys, using the same 
materials that will not alter the exterior appearance of the structure. These types of repairs 
and materials will be left up to the owner of the property 
(4) Replacement of existing shingles, clapboards, or other siding, maintaining the exterior 
appearance of the structure. These types of repairs and materials will be left up to the owner 
of the property. 
(5) Maintenance and repair of existing shingles, clapboard or other siding, using the same 
materials that are being repaired or maintained. 
(6) Repairs to existing shutters, fences, or retaining walls, using the same materials for those 
items being repaired. 
(7) Change of paint color. 

 
C. Application and approval procedures  

(1) The applicant shall apply for a Building Permit; if the proposed site is in the Historic 
District, the Building Official will notify the applicant that his/her project must be approved 
by HPC (unless the project falls under Subsection B above) and will give him/her a HPC 
application and a “user friendly” brochure describing the application process. (To be 
developed) 
(2) For the initial application, the applicant shall fill out the application, attach four (4) copies 
of plans that include a site plan along with all existing structures, changes, and elevation 
drawings, of the proposed change, construction, alteration, or modification including a 
description of the type and texture of the materials to be used for the exterior; current 
photographs of the property in question and of adjacent and neighborhood properties, 
including the streetscape of both sides of the street on which the subject property is located. 
An application is deemed complete when these items have been submitted. After the review 
process is completed, the HPC will return two (2) sets of plans to the applicant and retain two 
(2) for its records. 
(3) The HPC will meet at regular intervals to ensure timely consideration of all applications 
pending before the HPC. Completed initial applications submitted to the Building Official 
two weeks (10 working days) prior to a regular scheduled meeting will be heard at that next 
scheduled meeting. 
(4) The HPC shall endeavor to arrive at a decision at the first meeting at which the 
application is presented; however, if the HPC decides that it needs more information or time 
in which to make a decision, it shall either place the application on the agenda for the next 
meeting or schedule a special meeting. The HPC shall grant or deny the application as 
expeditiously as possible, but in no event later than the second meeting at which the 
application is on the agenda and the applicant appears; failure to act within said time frame 
shall be deemed to be approval of the application as submitted; however, an extension may 
be granted if agreed to by both the applicant and the Commission. 
(5) If, after review of the application by the Building Official, he/she determines that the 
proposed activity will require a variance, the Building Official shall notify the applicant and 
provide information on the process for application to the Board of Adjustment. If no 
application to the Board of Adjustment is made by the applicant within thirty (30) days after 
notice has been given by the Building Official, the application shall be deemed to have been 
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withdrawn. However, if the applicant desires to have the HPC review an application prior to 
applying to the Board of Adjustment, the applicant shall request the Building Official to 
forward the application to the HPC. 
(6) As its decision, the HPC may either grant approval, grant approval with conditions, or 
deny the application. A denial shall include the reasons that the proposal does not meet the 
criteria in this Article. The applicant shall have the opportunity to resubmit his/her 
application with modifications; such resubmissions shall meet the same requirements as the 
original. If the second submission of the application is denied, the applicant may either 
modify the application for another submission or appeal the denial to the Board of 
Adjustment. In no event may the HPC make recommendations for changes that will require 
violation of other requirements of this chapter. 
(7) Written notice of the decision of the HPC will be forwarded promptly by the HPC to the 
applicant and to the Building Official. Upon approval by the HPC, the applicant will be 
advised The notice will inform the applicant to meet with the Building Official to complete 
the application for a building permit. Approval shall be valid for one (1) year for the 
approved project; if the project is commenced but not completed before the end of that 
period, the owner shall apply to the Building Official for an extension that may not exceed an 
additional period of one (1) year. 
(8) Substantive changes to the HPC approved project prior or during construction shall 
require review and approval by the HPC. For such changes, the applicant shall submit one (1) 
copy of the original application and a description of the proposed changes as well as any 
supporting documentation to illustrate the effect or non-effect of such proposed changes. A 
subcommittee of the HPC may be designated to handle the review of such changes. If, in the 
view of the members of the subcommittee, the changes require the attention of the full HPC, 
consideration of those changes shall be placed at the top of the HPC’s agenda at the next 
regularly schedule meeting, or at a special meeting, if appropriate. 

 
D. Demolition. If the structure or any part thereof is deemed to be “contributing” and therefore 
has historic and architectural significance, no demolition may take place for up to sixty (60) days 
from the date the application is placed on an agenda of the HPC, during which period the HPC 
shall meet and discuss with the owner to find a means either to mitigate or to eliminate the 
demolition. The HPC shall schedule a public hearing before the end of the sixty (60) day period. 
A decision shall be made at the end of the sixty (60) day period; provided, however, that such 
time may be extended by mutual agreement of the applicant and the HPC. If the HPC finds that 
the structure has no historic or architectural significance or is noncontributing, the HPC may 
approve the application for demolition.  
 
E. Interior features. The HPC shall consider only exterior features and shall not consider interior 
arrangements except to the extent that an interior alteration affecting the exterior is required by 
law or disability of owner or tenant. 
 
F. Designation of Historic Properties. Owners of property outside the boundaries of the Historic 
District may request his/her/their property be designated a Historic Property. Before any such 
designation may be assigned, specific procedures, information required and recordation 
procedures and requirements shall have been determined. Such procedures shall include 
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reference to the guidelines of the Preservation Office of the State of Delaware and National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
G. Appeals. Any person aggrieved by a decision rendered by the HPC shall have a right to 
appeal to the Board of Adjustment of the City of Milford. 
 
Criteria; standards. 
 
A. Criteria. In reviewing the plans for any construction, change, or demolition, the HPC shall 
give consideration to: 

(1) Historic or architectural value and significance of the structure and its relationship to the 
historic value of the surrounding area;  
(2) Relationship of the exterior architectural features of the structure to the remainder of the 
structure and to the surrounding neighborhood. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of 
skilled craftsmanship shall be preserved, if possible and left up to the property owner. 
(3) General compatibility of exterior design, arrangement, texture and materials proposed to 
be used with other structures contributing to the established character of the Historic District 
of Milford; 
(4) When application is made to demolish a structure of any part thereof, the impact of its 
removal from the area in which it is located, and its structural condition and the economic 
feasibility of alternatives to the proposed demolition. 
(5) When application is made to move an historic structure, the potential loss of history to its 
original site and to the Historic District as a whole, and the reasons for not keeping the 
structure at its present location. 
(6) The effect of the structure on the health, safety and general welfare of the City. 
(7) Other factors that the HPC deems to be pertinent, consistent with the Code of the City of 
Milford. 
(8) When owners of structures in the Historic District that have been or are designated as 
“non-contributing” make application to the HPC for approval for alteration or demolition, the 
HPC evaluation shall be based on the potential impact on the streetscape setting of the 
property, rather than the potential impact on the property itself. When owners of structures in 
the Historic District designated as “contributing structures” make application to the HPC for 
alteration or demolition, preserving the property will be the HPC’s primary criterion in 
evaluating the application. The HPC may require the applicant to submit both financial and 
construction details in support of any proposed demolition. 
(9) A proposed new structure or any alteration to an existing Historic Property shall be 
permitted to expand to the height and yard setbacks permitted in the underlying district. 

 
B. Standards. A proposed new structure or any alteration to an existing structure or Historic 
Property shall conform to the Code of the City of Milford. The following standards shall be used 
by the HPC in preserving the District’s architectural integrity and insuring the compatibility of 
new construction and alterations with the existing body of distinctive Milfords historic building 
styles. (The Secretary of the Interior’s Regulations, “Standards for Rehabilitation” including 
Reference Drawings, as designated in Appendix C include broad guidelines covering 
rehabilitation projects of historic buildings and should be referred to in a reasonable manner, 
taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility. (To be included).  
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(1) Roofs, Pitch, Dormers and Types: The roof and the pitch of the roof shall be in keeping 
with traditional roof types and styles in use in Milfords in new structures and alterations. The 
roof types traditionally found in Milfords include:  

[1] Gable including such variations as the “clipped gable” and the “saltbox”; 
[2] Gambrel or “barn roof”; 
[3] A traditionally framed mansard with dormers incorporated into the roof design; and 
[4] Hip including variations on hip roofs such as “gable on hip”. Any of these traditional 
roof types is acceptable without the need to duplicate the predominant roof type of a 
specific neighbor-hood since part of the charm of the Milfords streetscape lies in the 
variation of roof styles and pitches within these basic roof types. Modern variations of 
these roof types that clearly bear no resemblance to the traditional styles and pitches will 
not be approved.  

(2) Roofing materials: Acceptable materials include wood, slate, metal, asphalt shingles. 
Repair materials shall be compatible with the existing roofing material. When a flat roof is 
otherwise consistent with the design criteria established in this Article, i.e., porches, decks, 
widow’s walks or cupolas, then rubber membrane or similar material may be used. 
(3) Siding material: All materials used shall be consistent with and appropriate in design, 
texture and other visual qualities to the style and period of the structure. Man-made siding 
(brick, stucco and cedar shake could all be considered man-made or manufactured) is 
acceptable, although, if used, it should have a traditional profile. 
(4) Foundation material: The traditional type of foundation in use in the Milfords Historic 
District is brick or ballast stone. The use of brick, or a brick veneer over a block foundation is 
strongly recommended. Other acceptable materials are natural stone and pargeting (stucco) 
sufficient to disguise the block joints. 
(5) Chimney styles and materials: Chimneys in public view should be of brick or pargeting 
(stucco). Metal chimneys are acceptable for use in non-public view. 
(6) Porches: If a porch is to be included in new construction or alteration, it shall adhere to 
the height line and average depth of other porches in the surrounding neighborhood. When 
existing structures with traditional porches, either one of two story are renovated, owners are 
encouraged to preserve both the porch and its architectural detailing. An open porch in public 
view that encroaches into the setback shall not be converted into living space. 
(7) Windows: New structures or alterations to existing Historic Properties and construction or 
alterations of structures in the Historic District shall have windows that are compatible with 
existing and surrounding structures. Vinyl clad windows may be acceptable after review by 
the HPC 
(8) Architectural details: The term “architectural details” applies to such building features as 
window and door trim styles, cornices, ornamental brackets, porch and entrance balustrades, 
porch pillars, corner pilasters, gable peak ornamentation, lattice work, traditional paneled and 
louvered wooden shutters and similar details. The applicant is encouraged to extend the 
design motif of the existing structure to any addition, and, in the case of alteration of an 
existing structure, the architectural details on the exterior shall be preserved.  
(9) Walls, fences and gates: Materials shall be of a type compatible with the architecture of 
the Historic District and Historic Properties. Natural materials are recommended; chain link 
fences are prohibited.  
(10) The current or future color of a structure of any part of the exterior of a structure in the 
Historic District shall not be reviewed or considered by the HPC. 
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(11) The HPC shall not deny the addition of items such as solar panels or other inventions 
that are designed to generate or conserve energy except to designate reasonable alternative 
design and/or placement. 
(12) The HPC shall not deny any reasonable accommodation for a disability, compatible with 
this Ordinance; however, the HPC may suggest reasonable alternative design and/or 
placement. 
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INVITE: P&R 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT  PO BOX 159 
(302) 422-6616, FAX (302) 424-5933 MILFORD, DELAWARE 19963 

www.cityofmilford.com 
 
October 19, 2007 
 
Gary Emory 
Milford Parks & Recreation Department 
207 Franklin Street 
Milford, DE  19963 
 
Dear Mr. Emory: 
 
The City of Milford is preparing to draft our 2008 Comprehensive Plan.  The City of Milford 
Planning Commission will be holding meetings with both City staff as well as various other 
agencies that impact the City’s future for the next five years.  It is important the Comprehensive 
Plan captures all aspects of City future growth and planning and that you be a part of this planning 
process. 
 
In light of this endeavor, the Planning Commission has asked for input from your organization.  
Specifically, the Commission would like to hear from you as to how your future plans involve or 
relate to Milford.   
 
The Planning Commission has scheduled a meeting to hear from a variety of organizations such as 
yours for the evening of November 1st from 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm.  We would like to respectfully 
request you or your designate attend this meeting and present a five to ten minute presentation to 
the Commission.  While you are welcome to attend the entire meeting, we understand your time is 
valuable and have tentatively scheduled your presentation for 7:00 pm.  Based on responses to this 
letter, a definite time will be established and should your time change, we will notify you. 
 
Please contact Christine Crouch in my office at (302) 422-6616 ext 164 or via email at 
ccrouch@milford-de.gov to confirm your attendance or to make any special arrangements for your 
presentation by October 26th. 
 
If you have any questions, I can be reached at (302) 422-6616 ext 174 or via email at 
gnorris@milford-de.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gary J. Norris, AICP 
 
 
GJN/crc 
cc: City Manager, City Council  
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INVITE: SCHOOL 
 

 
 
October 19, 2007 
 
Dr. Robert Smith 
Milford School District 
906 Lakeview Ave 
Milford, DE  19963 
 
Dear Dr. Smith: 
 
The City of Milford is preparing to draft our 2008 Comprehensive Plan.  The City of Milford 
Planning Commission will be holding meetings with both City staff as well as various other 
agencies that impact the City’s future for the next five years.  It is important the Comprehensive 
Plan captures all aspects of City future growth and planning and that you be a part of this planning 
process. 
 
In light of this endeavor, the Planning Commission has asked for input from your organization.  
Specifically, the Commission would like to hear from you as to how your future plans involve or 
relate to Milford.   
 
The Planning Commission has scheduled a meeting to hear from a variety of organizations such as 
yours for the evening of November 8th from 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm.  We would like to respectfully 
request you or your designate attend this meeting and present a five to ten minute presentation to 
the Commission.  While you are welcome to attend the entire meeting, we understand your time is 
valuable and have tentatively scheduled your presentation for 7:00 pm.  Based on responses to this 
letter, a definite time will be established and should your time change, we will notify you. 
 
Please contact Christine Crouch in my office at (302) 422-6616 ext 164 or via email at 
ccrouch@milford-de.gov to confirm your attendance or to make any special arrangements for your 
presentation by October 26th.   
 
If you have any questions, I can be reached at (302) 422-6616 ext 174 or via email at 
gnorris@milford-de.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gary J. Norris, AICP 
 
 
GJN/crc 
cc: City Manager, City Council  

PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT  PO BOX 159 
(302) 422-6616, FAX (302) 424-5933 MILFORD, DELAWARE 19963 
  

www.cityofmilford.com 
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INVITE: POLICE 
 

 
 
October 19, 2007 
 
Keith Hudson, Chief of Police 
City of Milford Police Department 
400 NE Front St 
Milford, DE  19963 
 
Dear Chief Hudson: 
 
The City of Milford is preparing to draft our 2008 Comprehensive Plan.  The City of Milford 
Planning Commission will be holding meetings with both City staff as well as various other 
agencies that impact the City’s future for the next five years.  It is important the Comprehensive 
Plan captures all aspects of City future growth and planning and that you be a part of this planning 
process. 
 
In light of this endeavor, the Planning Commission has asked for input from your organization.  
Specifically, the Commission would like to hear from you as to how your future plans involve or 
relate to Milford.   
 
The Planning Commission has scheduled a meeting to hear from a variety of organizations such as 
yours for the evening of November 1st from 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm.  We would like to respectfully 
request you or your designate attend this meeting and present a five to ten minute presentation to 
the Commission.  While you are welcome to attend the entire meeting, we understand your time is 
valuable and have tentatively scheduled your presentation for 7:40 pm.  Based on responses to this 
letter, a definite time will be established and should your time change, we will notify you. 
 
Please contact Christine Crouch in my office at (302) 422-6616 ext 164 or via email at 
ccrouch@milford-de.gov to confirm your attendance or to make any special arrangements for your 
presentation by October 26th. 
 
If you have any questions, I can be reached at (302) 422-6616 ext 174 or via email at 
gnorris@milford-de.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gary J. Norris, AICP 
 
 
GJN/crc 
cc: City Manager, City Council  

PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT  PO BOX 159 
(302) 422-6616, FAX (302) 424-5933 MILFORD, DELAWARE 19963 

www.cityofmilford.com 
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INVITE: FIRE CO 
 

 
 
October 19, 2007 
 
Charles Vanaman, Fire Chief 
Carlisle Fire Company 
PO Box 292 
Milford, DE  19963 
 
Dear Mr. Vanaman: 
 
The City of Milford is preparing to draft our 2008 Comprehensive Plan.  The City of Milford 
Planning Commission will be holding meetings with both City staff as well as various other 
agencies that impact the City’s future for the next five years.  It is important the Comprehensive 
Plan captures all aspects of City future growth and planning and that you be a part of this planning 
process. 
 
In light of this endeavor, the Planning Commission has asked for input from your organization.  
Specifically, the Commission would like to hear from you as to how your future plans involve or 
relate to Milford.   
 
The Planning Commission has scheduled a meeting to hear from a variety of organizations such as 
yours for the evening of November 1st from 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm.  We would like to respectfully 
request you or your designate attend this meeting and present a five to ten minute presentation to 
the Commission.  While you are welcome to attend the entire meeting, we understand your time is 
valuable and have tentatively scheduled your presentation for 8:00 pm.  Based on responses to this 
letter, a definite time will be established and should your time change, we will notify you. 
 
Please contact Christine Crouch in my office at (302) 422-6616 ext 164 or via email at 
ccrouch@milford-de.gov to confirm your attendance or to make any special arrangements for your 
presentation by October 26th. 
 
If you have any questions, I can be reached at (302) 422-6616 ext 174 or via email at 
gnorris@milford-de.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gary J. Norris, AICP 
 
 
GJN/crc 
cc: City Manager, City Council  

PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT  PO BOX 159 
(302) 422-6616, FAX (302) 424-5933 MILFORD, DELAWARE 19963 

www.cityofmilford.com 
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PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDAS & NEWSPAPER ARTICLES: 
  















               
 
 

AGENDA 
Thursday, November 1, 2007  

Council Chambers, 201 South Walnut Street, Milford, DE 19963 
 

Planning Commission Workshop 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Call to Order - Chairman Randy Marvel 
 
Amendment to 2003 City of Milford Certified Comprehensive Plan (As Amended June 2004; 
Amended May 2005; Amended November 2006)       
 
The Comprehensive Plan is a document consisting of text and maps describing its physical, 
demographic and economic conditions and includes policies, statements, goals and planning 
components for public and private uses of land, transportation, economic development, housing, 
community facilities, open spaces and recreation, protection of sensitive areas, community design, 
adequate water and wastewater systems, protection of historic and cultural resources, annexation 
and other elements in accordance with present and future needs of the city.  This plan shall serve 
as a guide to all future action concerning land use and development regulations and shall become 
the force of law.  No development shall be permitted except as is consistent with the plan. 
 
Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 

This agenda shall be subject to change to include additional or deleted  items which arise at the time of the public body's 
meeting .                  

 
 
 
Posted 10/30/07  

 



               
 
 

AGENDA  
Thursday, November 8, 2007  

Council Chambers, 201 South Walnut Street, Milford, DE 19963 
 

Planning Commission Workshop 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Call to Order - Chairman Randy Marvel 
 
Amendment to 2003 City of Milford Certified Comprehensive Plan (As Amended June 2004; 
Amended May 2005; Amended November 2006)       
 
The Comprehensive Plan is a document consisting of text and maps describing its physical, 
demographic and economic conditions and includes policies, statements, goals and planning 
components for public and private uses of land, transportation, economic development, housing, 
community facilities, open spaces and recreation, protection of sensitive areas, community design, 
adequate water and wastewater systems, protection of historic and cultural resources, annexation 
and other elements in accordance with present and future needs of the city.  This plan shall serve 
as a guide to all future action concerning land use and development regulations and shall become 
the force of law.  No development shall be permitted except as is consistent with the plan. 
 
Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 

This agenda shall be subject to change to include additional or deleted  items which arise at the time of the public body's 
meeting .                  

 
 
 
Posted 10/30/07  
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