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5:30 p.m.

Call to Order - Chair Lisa Ingram Peel

Request for Code Waiver (Joseph Phillips & Jan Broulik):

City of Milford Code Chapter 79 - Animals
Article Ill-Prohibited Animals
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DISTRTBUTED AFTER PACKET HAS BEEN POSTED ON THE CITY OF MILFORD WEBSITE.
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August 1,2016

Joseph Phillips & Jan Brculik
2 Causey Avenue
Milford, DE 1996:,

To: Mitford City Council Community Atrairs Commifree
MayorBryan Shupe
Town Manager Eric Norenberg

Greetings from your neighborc at Causey llansion. We kindly write to ask t at you
consider granting us a waiver for a rule rat regticfs residr,nE inside city limils from
k*ping chickens...or perhaps change n current law b rcquiring a minimum of three
acrcs (similar to the well drilling law) to & so.

We wish to keep hens (up to 16) on our propw as pe,s and for purpos* ol egg-
gatherlng for our B&& all fenales as no norby rcoslbrs are nee&d for egg production.
Causey l ansion si's on 3.11act"^, - which ls te enfrrc cenfral paft of the Causey
Avenue, South Walnut Strcet" Church Steet and Maple Avenue block. Our parklike
propefiy is very privab and toblly unseen fiom all but a few neighbors.

Backyard chlckens arc b*omlng morc and morc popular in urban areas around lhe
country. Aside ftom fie consbnt supply ol fr*h eggs, crricr(eas eat ticfs and other
rhsecls. They atso at most kitchen scraps and provt.te high nitogan feftilizer for
gardenerc. They are allowed inside many ltelaware CW Limib including our s,,,te
capibl:

Dover Delaware Chicken Ordinance
Are Chickqs Allowed -Yes
Maximum Chickens Allowed - 25
Roosters AIIowed - ilo
Permit Required - No
Coop R*trictions - Y€€., property line resbictions apply.
Noise ordinance apply br all animals.

Since the house now known as te Causey llansion h8 been around since 1763 and
was ortginally 15(fr acres, we thought that providing us with an excqtion via a sort of
post gnndfa(her clause might be consl&rcd.

Causey llansion hosfs many o,ttdoor invenb for pofit md o/dl,erc not for prcfrt, like the
Roaring Twenti* Lawn Party - with this in mind, you can r*t assurad that our coop witl
be neaily &slgned and malnblned. Agaln, we will have no rooslers, eggs wltl not be for
resale and no btrtchering will occurl We hope to have a few Ddawarc Blue Hens in our
flock along wlflt a cobrtd mixlne of o(her brceds.

We thank you for bking the time to consider this requart

Jan K Broulik
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Chapter 79 - ANIMALS  

ARTICLE I - Definitions  

§ 79-1. - Terms defined.  

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

ANIMAL — Dog, cat and any species of mammals except human beings.  

ANIMAL CONTROL AGENCY — An agency of the state, county, municipality, or other governmental 
subdivision of the state which is responsible for animal control operations in its jurisdiction.  

CAREGIVER — Anyone who puts out food for feral cats.  

CAT COLONY — A social group of cats who avoid human contact and breed with each other to create a 
growing population of homeless cats; cats who group together in an alley, corner of a parking lot or a grassy 
area.  

FERAL CAT — An untamed domestic cat living in the wild; unaltered cats released by owners who no 
longer care for them; offspring of such an abandoned cat.  

HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLE — A carriage, wagon, cart, sled or sleigh or other device drawn by horses 
which has a passenger carrying capacity.  

OWNER — The person, firm, corporation, organization, or department possessing, harboring, keeping, 
having an interest in, or having care, custody, or control of an animal.  

TNR PROGRAM — A humane and nonlethal approach to feral cat population control; a comprehensive 
management plan where healthy feral cats are sterilized and vaccinated, then returned to their habitat and 
provided with long-term care.  

ARTICLE II - Control of Dogs, Cats and Other Animals  

§ 79-2. - Running at large; exceptions.  

A. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to permit any animal owned, kept, maintained or in the 
custody or control of such person or persons to run at large either upon the public streets, sidewalks, 
highways, alleys or thoroughfares of the City of Milford or upon private property of any other person or 
persons without permission of the owner of that property or of the person in possession of that property.  

(1) Exceptions: 

(a) Such restriction shall not apply to cats. 

(b) Such restriction shall not apply to dogs owned by the Milford Police Department or other law 
enforcement agencies and maintained as police K-9 units while under the custody and 
control of the trainer or handler.  

§ 79-3. - Dog license required.  

A. The owner or lawful possessor of any dog shall obtain a license for his dog pursuant to the licensing 
requirements of the county in which the owner or lawful possessor resides. License must be kept 
current. Any owner or possessor who fails to comply with the provision of the applicable county shall 
be subject to a fine of not less than $25 nor more than $300.  
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B. The owner of the dog shall affix or cause to be affixed to said dog the identification tag associated with 
the license required in Section 9-3A. Said dog shall thereafter, at any and all times, have attached to 
it said identification tag.  

§ 79-4. - Leash required; exceptions.  

A. No animal shall be permitted in or upon any public street, sidewalk, alley, park, parkway or other public 
place in the City or in or upon any property belonging to said City unless said animal is on a leash and 
is under the complete control of the person owning or, at the time, in possession of said animal.  

(1) Exceptions: 

(a) Cats. 

(b) Feral cats that have been trapped, spayed or neutered and re-released are exempt from 
Subsection A. Each cat would be ear-tipped, clearly identifying it as a product of the Kent 
County SPCA Feral Cat TNR Program.  

B. Notwithstanding anything in this article to the contrary, no person shall be compelled to keep any 
animal in his possession on a leash while in or upon any public street, alley, parkway or other public 
place in the City if, at the time, said animal is securely confined in an automobile.  

§ 79-5. - Feral cats.  

A. Individuals who choose to apprehend a feral cat running at large within the City of Milford shall have 
the feral cat delivered to the Kent County SPCA.  

B. No individual will trap a feral cat off his/her property of record except the Kent County SPCA pursuant 
to specific authorization from the City of Milford Police Department.  

C. Each feral cat colony will be registered by the caregivers with the City of Milford and Local Animal 
Control Agency, which will serve as a clearinghouse for information on current caregivers and 
assistance for persons found in violation of this section. A caregiver who fails to register within the time 
allowed shall be subject to a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $300.  

D. Any person or caregiver determined to be in violation of Subsections E(1) through (4) below shall be 
in violation and may be allowed a period of time to come into compliance, or provide satisfactory 
evidence of working to achieve compliance.  

E. Failure to comply in the time given will result in issuing a violation citation. Caregivers of feral cat 
colonies shall implement proper management and sterilization practices as follows:  

(1) Sterilize (spay/neuter) all adult cats that can be captured. 

(2) Vaccinate against rabies, as required by law, all cats that can be captured. 

(3) Make every attempt to remove kittens from the colony before eight weeks of age for domestication 
and placement.  

(4) Make every attempt to sterilize all kittens over eight weeks of age and before five months of age.  

(5) Make every attempt to remove sick or injured cats from the colony for immediate veterinarian care 
or for humane euthanasia.  

(6) Assure responsibility and arrangements for feeding the cat colony regularly throughout the year, 
including weekends, holidays and vacations.  

(7) Keep feeding areas clean and orderly. 

(8) Maintain secure and safe winter shelter as required in § 79-6C of this article. 

(9) A microchip implant and ear-tipping will be mandatory and used on feral cats in order to be 
identified as a spayed or neutered and vaccinated member of a managed colony.  
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(10) The feral cat caregiver shall be vaccinated for rabies; the expense will be the responsibility of the 
individual or rescue group.  

(11) Maintain proof of sterilization, vaccination, medical records, and implant identification for all cats. 
These records must be provided to the animal control or law enforcement agency upon request.  

F. Animal(s) creating a public nuisance. The designated agency/rescue group will be notified within 48 
hours of removal of any feral cats.  

G. In the event the feral cat caregiver fails to comply with this section, the designated agency/rescue 
group will be notified within forty-eight-hour period before removal of any animal. The designated 
agency/rescue group will attempt to resolve the situation prior to removal of a cat by an enforcement 
agency.  

§ 79-6. - Outdoor housing facilities; feral housing.  

A. The following categories of cats must not be kept in outdoor facilities, unless the attending veterinarian 
specifically approves that practice:  

(1) Cats that are not acclimated to the temperatures prevalent in the area or region where they are 
maintained;  

(2) Breeds of cats that cannot tolerate the prevalent temperatures of the area without stress or 
discomfort (such as short-hair breeds in cold climates); and  

(3) Sick, infirm, aged or young cats. 

B. When their acclimation status is unknown, cats must not be kept in outdoor facilities when the ambient 
temperature is less than 50° F.  

C. Shelter from the elements. Outdoor facilities for cats must include one or more shelter structures that 
are accessible to each animal in each outdoor facility, and that are large enough to allow each animal 
in the shelter structure to sit, stand, vertically stretch and lie in a normal manner, and to turn about 
freely. It must be large enough to contain all the animals at one time. Shelters in outdoor structures for 
cats must contain a roof, four sides, and a floor; building surfaces in contact with animals must be 
impervious to moisture. Metal boxes/barrels, cars, refrigerators or freezers, and the like must not be 
used as shelter structures. Shelter structures must:  

(1) Provide the cats with adequate protection and shelter from the cold and heat; 

(2) Provide the cats with protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind, rain, 
or snow;  

(3) Be provided with a wind break and rain break at the entrance; and 

(4) Contain clean, dry bedding material if the ambient temperature is below 50° F. Additional clean, 
dry bedding is required when the temperature is 35° F. or lower.  

§ 79-7. - Noisy animals.  

No person shall keep any animal which causes frequent or long-continued noise so as to disturb the comfort 
or repose of any person in the vicinity. Any violation of this section, in addition to the penalties set forth in 
§ 79-12, is declared to be a nuisance and as such may be abated.  

§ 79-8. - Appointment of Animal Control Official; impoundment procedure.  

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals of the State of Delaware, Kent County, 32 Shelter 
Circle, Camden, DE (KC SPCA) has been designated as the animal control agency for the City of Milford. 
It shall be the duty of the SPCA to apprehend any animal found in violation of the provisions of this article 
and to impound such animal in a suitable place. A record of the breed, color and sex of the animal and the 
number of its license, if any, shall be made at the time of impoundment and shall be maintained by the 
SPCA.  
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§ 79-9. - Right of entry by Animal Control Official or designee; impoundment.  

Upon presentation of proper credentials, an official of the SPCA and/or a City of Milford Code Official or 
Milford police officer may enter upon the yards of private property in order to enforce the provisions of this 
article. It shall be the duty of the Animal Control Official or his duly authorized representative to impound all 
animals over the age of six months that are untagged, as provided for in this article, or that are in or upon 
any private property without the permission and consent of the owner of such property or that are in or upon 
any public street, alley, sidewalk, park or other public place unleashed.  

§ 79-10. - Redemption of impounded animals; costs.  

The owner of any dog apprehended and impounded by the SPCA may reclaim said dog upon the payment 
of any fine and cost imposed for any violation of this chapter. Further, if the animal is of a character which 
requires a license under the laws of the State of Delaware and does not bear a license when impounded, 
proof of proper licensure must be demonstrated to the SPCA prior to redemption by the owner. If proof of 
proper licensure cannot be demonstrated by its owner, the animal cannot be reclaimed until such time as 
the owner has procured a proper license.  

§ 79-11. - Obstruction of Animal Control Agency/Official.  

No person shall willfully oppose, restrict, delay or obstruct the SPCA in the discharge or attempt to discharge 
or perform any act or duty authorized or prescribed herein.  

§ 79-12. - Violations and penalties.  

Unless otherwise established herein, the following fines and penalties shall apply to Article II of this chapter: 
Any person found guilty of violating the provision of this article shall forfeit to the City of Milford a fine of not 
less than $25 but not more than $300, plus the costs of prosecution.  

ARTICLE III - Prohibited Animals  

§ 79-13. - Keeping or slaughtering of certain animals within City limits.  

No person shall keep or slaughter any swine, cow, bull, sheep, goat, goose, duck, hen, rooster, turkey or 
like animal or other farm animal within the City of Milford unless in conformity with Chapter 230, Zoning, 
and properly licensed and inspected by the appropriate state agencies.  

§ 79-14. - Exception for parade animals.  

Animals used in parades where a City of Milford parade permit has been issued are exempt from the 
provisions of this chapter.  

§ 79-15. - Violations and penalties.  

Any person found guilty of violating the provision of this article shall forfeit to the City of Milford a fine of not 
less than $100 but not more than $500, plus the costs of prosecution.  

ARTICLE IV - Horse-Drawn Vehicles  

§ 79-16. - Conditions and restrictions.  

The provisions of Article III shall not be applicable to any person who brings into the City a horse for the 
purpose of providing transportation in horse-drawn vehicles carrying passengers on a fixed route under the 
following terms and conditions:  
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A. Each route shall be approved by the City Manager. 

B. The horse shall not be kept or maintained within the corporate limits of the City when not being used 
for the purpose of providing transportation.  

C. Horse-drawn vehicles are prohibited from all other streets and areas within the City unless specifically 
approved by the City Manager for providing point-to-point transportation for special events, including 
but not limited to weddings, theatrical performances and funerals.  

D. No person shall drive or operate a horse-drawn vehicle on any day or at any time that the Chief of the 
Milford Police Department or his designee makes a specific determination that it would be inconsistent 
with other special events or public safety requirements.  
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§ 230-9. - R-1 Single-Family Residential District.  

In an R-1 District no building or premises shall be used and no building shall be erected or altered which is 
arranged, intended or designed to be used except for one or more of the following uses and complying with 
the requirements so indicated.  

A. Purpose. The intent of the R-1 Residential District is to preserve the spacious residential atmosphere 
and quality of living of existing low-density residential development, to provide for the orderly and 
appropriate development of new low-density housing and to allow related uses that would not be 
detrimental to the residential character of the district.  

B. Permitted uses. Permitted uses for the R-1 District shall be as follows: 

(1) A single-family detached residential dwelling. 

(2) Farming, agricultural activities and roadside stands for the sale of farm and nursery products 
produced on the property where offered for sale.  

(3) Municipal and public services and facilities, including City Hall, water storage towers, water 
reservoirs, water pumping stations, water treatment plants, sewage pumping stations, sewers 
(storm and sanitary), street rights-of-way, utility transmission and distribution lines, public 
transportation bus or transit stops, police and fire stations and substations for electric, gas and 
telephone facilities.  

(4) Parks, playgrounds, athletic fields, recreation buildings, swimming pools and community centers 
operated on a noncommercial basis for recreation purposes.  

(5) Customary accessory uses, such as private garages, swimming pools and storage sheds, subject 
to the following special requirements:  

(a) The primary residence must exist or be under construction. 

(b) Private residential garages shall not exceed 750 square feet. 

(c) Residential storage sheds or related outbuildings shall not exceed 150 square feet. 

(6) Home occupational/office (subject to the following special requirements): 

 (a) All employees are to be of the immediate family. 

(b) The appearance of the dwelling shall not be inconsistent with the primary use of the structure.  

(c) The area used for the home occupation shall not exceed 30% of the total floor area of the 
dwelling, unless, as in the case of family day care, the state has final jurisdiction of the area 
requirements.  

(d) No storage of products or associated materials is allowed in accessory structures/buildings, 
and no products are to be stored where they are outwardly visible to the public view.  

(e) Family day care shall involve a maximum of six full-time and two after-school children, as 
specified by state regulations.  

(f) The occupation will not cause excessive vehicular traffic or noise. 

(g) The occupation will not involve animal boarding and/or care. 

(h) A maximum of one nonilluminated sign (size and setback specified in Article VI of this 
chapter) may be affixed to the building or placed within the front property line.  

C. Conditional uses subject to special regulations. The following uses may be permitted with the approval 
of a conditional use permit by the Milford City Council in accordance with the provisions in Article IX of 
this chapter:  

(1) Churches and other places of worship and cemeteries. 
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(2) Public and private elementary, junior or senior high schools. 

(3) Day-care centers. 

(4) Conversion of a one-family dwelling into multiple dwelling units, if such dwelling is structurally 
sound but too large to be in demand for one-family use and if that conversion would not impair 
the character of the neighborhood, subject to conformance with the following requirements:  

(a) There shall be a lot area of at least 2,000 square feet for each unit to be accommodated. 

(b) There shall be a gross leasable floor area, computed as the sum of those areas enclosed by 
the outside faces of all exterior walls surrounding each story used for the residence, 
exclusive of any area for any accessory private garage, of at least 500 square feet per family 
to be accommodated.  

(c) No dwelling shall be converted unless it complies with Chapter 145, Housing Standards, and 
Chapter 88, Building Construction, of this code.  

(d) No addition shall extend within the front yard, side yards or rear yard required for the district 
within which it is located.  

(e) Fire escapes and outside stairways leading to a second or higher story shall, where 
practicable, be located on the rear of the building and shall not be located on any building 
wall facing a street.  

(f) Two off-street parking spaces shall be provided for each additional dwelling unit created.  

(5) Professional occupation restricted to the owner/occupant, subject to conformance with the 
following requirements:  

(a) There shall be three off-street parking spaces in addition to those otherwise required. 

(b) No more than two persons shall be employed by the practitioner of the professional 
occupation to provide secretarial, clerical, technical or similar assistance.  

(c) No storage of materials or products outside the dwelling shall be permitted unless completely 
housed.  

(d) The area used for the practice of a professional occupation shall occupy no more than 50% 
of the total floor area, including garages or other accessory buildings.  

(e) The professional use shall be clearly incidental to the residential use of the dwelling and 
shall not change the essential residential character of the dwelling.  

(f) No external alterations inconsistent with the primary residential use of the dwelling shall be 
allowed.  

(g) No display of products shall be visible from outside the building. 

(h) A maximum of one nonilluminated display sign affixed to the building not exceeding two 
square feet shall be permitted.  

(6) Customary home occupation or a studio for artists, designers, photographers, musicians, 
sculptors and other similar persons, subject to conformance with the following requirements:  

(a) The area used for the practice of the home occupation or studio shall occupy no more than 
50% of the total floor area of the dwelling unit in which it is located.  

(b) No storage of materials or products outside the dwelling shall be permitted unless completely 
housed.  

(c) The home occupation or studio shall be clearly incidental to the residential use of the dwelling 
and shall not change the essential residential character of the dwelling.  

(d) No external alterations inconsistent with the primary residential use of the dwelling shall be 
allowed.  
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(e) No display of products shall be visible from outside the building. 

(f) A maximum of one nonilluminated display sign affixed to the building not exceeding two 
square feet shall be permitted.  

(g) A maximum of two employees shall be permitted in the operation of the home occupation or 
studio.  

(7) Social club or fraternal, social service, union or civic organization. 

(8) Cultural facilities, including a library, museum or art gallery. 

(9) Country club, regulation golf course, including customary accessory uses, provided that all 
buildings have a minimum setback of 120 feet from all street and property lines.  

(10) Planned unit residential development. 

 (11) Planned Residential Neighborhood Development. 

 (a) Planned Residential Neighborhood Development. In order to encourage superior residential 
environments through a unified planning process, the Planned Residential Neighborhood 
Development shall be permitted in the R-1 Single Family Residential District Zone as a 
conditional use subject to the provisions of this chapter and after a determination by the 
Planning Commission that the proposed planned neighborhood design presents a 
community design that would not be possible under the conventional zone and is in 
accordance with the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan. The minimum size 
required for a Planned Residential Neighborhood Development (PRND) shall be 10 acres.  

(b) Review process. The planned neighborhood design option shall involve a three-step review 
and approval process. In the first step, the developer shall meet with the City Council and 
present a general sketch plan and a statement documenting the project's compliance with 
the goals of the Comprehensive Plan for review. The general sketch plan shall reflect the 
general layout of streets, open space, and housing areas and types. The City Council shall 
determine whether the proposed project is of such a design and type that it warrants further 
review by the Planning Commission. If the City Council determines that further review is 
warranted, the second step shall be the conditional use review process which involves the 
submission of a conceptual plan which conforms in content to the design standards and 
requirements specified in this section, as well as the plan submission requirements of this 
chapter and Subdivision Ordinance. If the conditional use/conceptual subdivision plan is 
approved, the plan would proceed to the third step which involves the submission of a site 
development plan and preliminary/final subdivision plans for review and approval by the 
Planning Commission and City Council.  

(c) Maximum density. The gross residential density in a Planned Residential Neighborhood 
Development shall not exceed four dwelling units per acre, however the density could be 
increased to eight dwelling units per acre, provided the development provides the amenities 
listed under the density bonus section. In no case shall the development exceed eight 
dwellings units per gross acre.  

(d) Design standards. The design standards and dimensional requirements (bulk and parking 
regulations) shall be in accordance with this chapter.  

[1] Lot coverage. Based on the following type of residential construction, the following is 
the maximum lot coverage:  

[a] Single-family detached dwelling: 35%. 

[b] Single-family semidetached dwelling: 35%. 

[c] Single-family attached dwelling: 40%. 

[d] Garden apartments/condominiums: 30%. 
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[2] Minimum setback areas. New buildings shall observe a twenty-five-foot minimum front 
yard, ten-foot minimum side yards, and a twenty-five-foot minimum rear yard.  

[3] Height of buildings. The height of buildings shall not exceed three stories or 35 feet. 
Accessory buildings shall not exceed 15 feet in height.  

[4] Off-street parking. Off-street parking shall be provided for residents, visitors and 
employees of the facility. The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Commission that, based on total potential occupancy load (resident, visitor 
and employee), a sufficient number of off-street parking spaces will be provided.  

(e) Design requirements. 

[1] Common open space. 

[a] The area set aside and preserved for open space shall aggregate no less than 25 
percent of the total site area. Common open space shall be provided in the PRND 
proposals. The common open space shall not include any wetlands, floodways or 
similar area not suitable for building as determined by the Planning Commission 
and City Council. Significant natural features shall be incorporated into common 
open space whenever possible.  

[b] The common open space shall be designed as a contiguous area if possible, and 
shall be interspersed with residential areas so as to provide pedestrian access and 
visual amenity. The common open space shall be designed and maintained by the 
property owner/s or an HOA. Recreational areas shall be constructed and may be 
located within the 25% of open space set aside.  

[2] Planned neighborhoods. The area set aside and preserved for open space shall 
aggregate no less than 25% of the total site area.  

[3] Buffers. Buffers shall be required to provide transition between planned residential 
development and adjacent properties/rights-of-way or changes in land use. Buffers 
should consist of earth berms and a planting area. No building shall be constructed less 
than 40 feet from the perimeter property line of the development. This buffer may consist 
of either common open space, earth berms, planting areas or private yards or a 
combination of both; however, no more than 30% of the required buffer area may be 
counted toward the minimum common open area requirement.  

[4] Disruption of natural environment. The planned neighborhood design development 
shall be designed and scheduled so as to minimize earthmoving, erosion, tree 
clearance and other disruption of the natural environment. Existing vegetation shall be 
preserved wherever possible. Where extensive natural tree cover and vegetation do not 
exist or cannot be preserved on the site, landscaping shall be undertaken in order to 
enhance the appearance of the development and screen streets and parking areas, 
and enhance privacy of private dwellings. Natural drainage systems shall be preserved 
wherever possible.  

[5] Privacy. Dwelling unit structures shall be located and arranged so as to promote privacy 
for residents within the development and maintain privacy for residents adjacent to the 
development. Recreational and nonresidential uses shall be located and designed so 
as not to interfere with nearby residential areas. All structures and activities located 
near the periphery of the site shall be designed so as to harmonize with neighboring 
areas.  

(f) Density bonus. 

[1] A density bonus may be granted if the developer furnishes improvements that 
significantly demonstrate to the Planning Commission that the improvements contribute 
to superior design and which exceed the standard requirements of the city ordinances 
in accordance with the following schedule:  
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[a] Open space. For each increase of 10% in common open space over the minimum 
requirement of 25%, a density bonus of 10% shall be granted.  

[b] Housing types. Neighborhood design which integrates a variety of housing types 
to provide architectural diversity and which avoids monotony and segregation by 
dwelling type in order that single housing type does not dominate the planned 
neighborhood or section thereof shall be awarded a density bonus of 10%. The 
term "housing type" refers to each of the following dwelling types: single-family 
detached houses, semidetached and duplex houses, multiplexes, townhouses, 
and garden apartments.  

[c] Public buildings. The construction and leasing of a public building, including a 
firehouse, or a library, or a branch library which is necessitated, either wholly or 
partially, by the development, may increase the permitted density by 10%, if 
approved by the City, the Planning Commission and the agency to which the 
building is to be leased.  

[d] School sites. The donation of a school site may increase the permitted density by 
25%, if approved by the City, the Planning Commission and the local school board.  

[e] Recreation facilities. Where the developer provides recreation facilities in 
accordance with recommendations from the City, the Planning Commission, and 
the Parks and Recreation Department where the facilities are in excess of those 
required by City ordinances, a density bonus of 5% shall be given. Such facilities 
may include, but are not limited to walking trails, bike paths, tennis courts, and 
boating access areas.  

[f] Community gardens. The reservation of additional common land for the 
establishment of community gardening space for the raising of flowers, fruits and 
vegetables shall be awarded a 5% of density bonus.  

[g] Community day-care facilities. The construction of a building to house a day-care 
center for use primarily by residents of the community shall be awarded a density 
bonus of 10%.  

[h] Community buildings. The construction of a community building to serve as a 
meeting hall for various community functions, including, but not limited to, civic 
meetings, recreational purposes, receptions and special events, shall be awarded 
a density bonus of 10%.  

[i] Conservation easements. The establishment of a permanent easement for the 
purpose of conserving and protecting a woodland area, a wetland area, and/or a 
stream corridor from removal of existing natural vegetation, and/or encroachment 
by future development shall be awarded a density bonus of 5%.  

[j] Parking lot landscaping. The construction of landscaping in and around parking 
lots/areas shall be awarded a density bonus of 2%.  

[k] Low-level lighting. The construction of low level light within the development and 
in/around parking lots/areas shall be awarded a density bonus of 3%.  

[l] School bus pull off/school bus shelter. The construction of school bus pull offs or 
school bus shelters within the development shall be awarded a density bonus of 
5%.  

[2] Note: City Council will have the final determination in determining the amount of 
the allowable density bonus.  

(g) Conditional use plan approval. 

[1] In addition to the minimum conditional use plan requirements listed in this chapter and 
the minimum conceptual subdivision plan requirements listed in the Land Subdivision 
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Regulations, the following additional items shall be reflected on or shall accompany the 
conditional use plan:  

[a] Architectural drawings illustrating exterior elevations of typical dwelling units and 
nonresidential structures to be constructed.  

[b] Statements and illustrations of the materials to be used in construction and their 
compatibility with the City Building Code and other codes relating to construction.  

[c] Total acreage of development, land uses in each area, total number of dwelling 
units, average gross residential density, average lot area and lot width by unit type, 
and gross residential density in each section.  

[d] Building coverage lines accurately locating all types of dwelling units, and 
nonresidential structures, giving dimensions of the structures, distances between 
the structures, and distances to street rights-of-way and parking areas, with 
distances accurate to the nearest hundredth of a foot, and total amount and 
percentage of impervious area.  

[e] Accurate dimensions of common open space areas specifically indicating those 
areas to be developed for active recreation. Where common space areas are to 
be developed, the exact location of the structures in common open space will be 
illustrated.  

[f] Locations and dimensions of parking areas and pedestrian walkways. 

[2] Each application for a conditional use plan approval shall be accompanied by a fee of 
$700 (§ 230-57).  

(h) Site development preliminary subdivision plan review. 

[1] Application for site development plan approval shall be made to the Planning 
Commission in accordance with this chapter and the land subdivision regulations. Such 
application may be requested in stages. The following additional requirements shall be 
included for review along with the site development plan submission:  

[a] A development phasing plan if proposed, which clearly defines the boundaries of 
each phase of the development and indicates the number of dwelling units to be 
constructed in each phase. Each phase shall be assigned a number which 
represents that phase's order in the construction sequence of the development.  

[b] Architectural drawings illustrating exterior and interior designs of typical dwelling 
units of each type and nonresidential structures to be constructed.  

[c] Statements and illustrations of the materials to be used in construction and their 
compatibility with the City Building Code and other codes relating to construction.  

[d] All covenants running with the land governing the reservation and maintenance of 
dedicated or undedicated open space land. These shall bear the certificate of 
approval of the City Solicitor as to their legal sufficiency.  

[e] Restrictions of all types which will run with the land and become covenants in this 
chapter or in the Land Subdivision Regulations.  

[f] In the case of a planned neighborhood design which is proposed to be developed 
over a period of years in specific phases, the site development/preliminary 
subdivision plan requirements as listed in this section shall apply to the phase or 
phases for which approval is being sought. The site development plan for each 
phase must demonstrate compliance with minimum plan requirements and shall 
provide phase specific information regarding proposed development density and 
dwelling types, locations of common open space, sanitary sewer and water 
distribution systems, and street systems consistent with the approved conditional 
use conceptual plan developed for the entire neighborhood.  
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[2] Each application for a preliminary plan approval and final plan approval shall be 
accompanied by a fee of $1,000 plus $10 per dwelling unit (§ 230-57).  

(i) Site requirements. 

[1] All structures shall be so located as to provide proper access to the building for fire-
fighting equipment, trash collection and deliveries.  

[2] All off-street parking shall be provided at the rate of 2.5 spaces for every dwelling unit.  

[3] Outdoor light fixtures shall be provided at locations that will assure the safe and 
convenient use of walks, steps, parking areas, driveways, streets and other facilities.  

[4] Facilities for temporary trash/refuse storage shall be provided in such manner that is 
adequate for the dwelling units they support.  

(j) Final subdivision plat approval. 

[1] Final subdivision plat review and approval for planned neighborhood design projects 
involving subdivision of land shall follow the requirements pertaining to the review and 
recordation of final subdivision plats. In the case of projects for which a phasing plan 
has been approved, the final subdivision plat for each phase shall demonstrate 
compliance with minimum plan requirements and shall provide phase specific 
information regarding proposed development density and dwelling types, locations of 
common open space, sanitary sewer and water distribution systems, and street 
systems consistent with the approved conditional use conceptual plan developed for 
the entire neighborhood.  

[2] Each application for a preliminary plan approval shall be accompanied by a fee of 
$1,000 plus $10 per dwelling unit (§ 230-57).  

(k) Signs. Signs shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission and City Council 
to ensure they meet the requirements of this chapter.  

(12) Bed-and-breakfast, subject to the following requirements: 

 (a) The bed-and-breakfast establishment does not adversely affect the residential character of 
the neighborhood and such use is carried on in an existing residential structure.  

(b) The building proposed for use as a bed-and-breakfast must have the owner of the bed-and-
breakfast residing in the building as his/her principal residence.  

(c) The serving of meals shall be limited to breakfast and afternoon tea for overnight guests and 
customers.  

(d) Rooms used for sleeping shall be part of the primary residential structure and shall not have 
been specifically constructed for rental purposes.  

(e) No exterior alterations other than a sign and those required by law to ensure the safety of 
the structure shall be made.  

(f) The bed-and-breakfast operation shall not use more than 50% of the floor area of the 
principal residence. Common areas such as the kitchen, foyer, living room or dining room 
are not included in this calculation.  

(g) No areas shall be floodlit. Drives and parking areas shall not be illuminated by lighting fixtures 
higher than 20 feet. Sidewalks shall not be illuminated by lighting fixtures higher than 15 feet. 
Exterior lighting shall be so shaded as to prevent illumination off-site. All external lighting, 
except for demonstrated security needs, shall be extinguished by 10:00 p.m.  

(h) All bed-and-breakfasts must be in compliance with the requirements of the Uniform Building 
Code and Uniform Fire Code as adapted and enforced by the state fire marshal. 
Requirements include smoke detectors centrally located on each floor with sleeping rooms 
and the basement stairway. They must have battery backup and be connected or have a 
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sounding device to provide an alarm which can be heard in all sleeping areas. Every sleeping 
room must provide at least 50 square feet of floor area per guest and have an operable 
window of 5.7 square feet or more of clear opening or exterior door for emergency escape 
or rescue. The maximum distance to a fire extinguisher rated 2A and having a BC rating is 
75 feet.  

(i) Safe food handling is the responsibility of the "host." He/She must properly train employees 
and other household members in safe food handling procedures and requirements and 
secure the proper state health permit if applicable.  

(j) Parking requirements: one space per guestroom plus two spaces for residence. Spaces shall 
be located to the side and rear of the building and shall be screened from adjacent properties 
by a five-foot-high wood or masonry fence or by sight-obscuring vegetation of the same 
height. The area of the parking lot, including driveways, shall be graded, surfaced with 
asphalt or other suitable material and drained to the satisfaction of the City Engineer to the 
extent necessary to prevent dust, erosion or excessive water flow across streets or adjoining 
properties.  

(k) Signs. For each bed-and-breakfast, one small unlighted announcement sign not exceeding 
three square feet in area may be attached to and parallel with the front porch or wall of the 
building.  

(13) Keeping of Chickens for individual domestic purposes subject to the following restrictions: 

(a) Keeping of chickens shall be an accessory use and not permitted on lots smaller than 
10.890 square feet in lot area. 

 (b) No more than five (5) chickens shall be permitted on a residential lot. 

 (c) Chickens shall be registered with the Delaware Department of Agriculture. 

(d) Chickens shall be penned in a coop that shall be at least four (4) square feet per chicken. 

(e) All chicken coups shall be located in a rear yard and shall be a minimum of 20 feet from 
side and rear property lines. 

(f) Any odor associated with the chickens shall not be discernable from property lines. 

(g) Keeping of roosters shall be prohibited. 

(h) Any lot with chickens shall either comply with these requirements by ENTER DATE, or 
remove the chickens. 

D. Area regulations. 

(1) Minimum lot area shall be 10,000 square feet. Minimum interior lot shall be 10,000 square feet. 
Minimum corner lot shall be 13,000 square feet.  

(2) Maximum lot coverage shall be 30%, exclusive of accessory buildings. 

(3) Minimum lot width shall be 80 feet. 

(4) Height of buildings shall not exceed three stories or 35 feet. Accessory buildings shall not exceed 
15 feet in height.  

(5) Minimum front building setback line shall be 25 feet. 

 (6) Minimum rear yard shall be 25 feet. For corner lots the rear yard may be reduced 20% in depth 
to allow for skewing of a residential dwelling on the lot.  

(7) Side yards shall be provided as follows: each lot shall have two side yards with a minimum of 12 
feet each.  

(8) Parking shall comply with the requirements provided in Article IV of this chapter. 

(9) Signs shall comply with the requirements provided in Article VI of this chapter. 
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(10) Decks, subject to the following requirements: 

 (a) The deck cannot be located in the front yard. 

(b) A minimum distance of 10 feet must be maintained from the deck to the rear property line.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

§ 230-10. - R-2 Residential District.  

In an R-2 District no building or premises shall be used and no building shall be erected or altered which is 
arranged, intended or designed to be used except for one or more of the following uses and complying with 
the requirements so indicated.  

A. Purpose. The purpose of the R-2 District is to permit housing at a greater density than in the R-1 
District by providing for the orderly development of low- to medium-density residential housing into 
those areas where public services are available. This district also allows for professional home 
occupations. Finally, it protects existing developments of this nature and excludes noncompatible 
ones.  

B. Permitted uses: all uses permitted in the R-1 District. 

C. Conditional uses: all uses specified as conditional uses in the R-1 District, and the following uses may 
be permitted with the approval of a conditional use permit by the Milford City Council in accordance 
with Article IX of this chapter:  

(1) Single-family semidetached dwelling. 

(a) Ownership. 

[1] Dwelling units and individual lots of a single-family semidetached dwelling may be 
owned separately if separate utility systems are provided and if separate lots for all 
dwelling units in a building are created at the same time in conformance with Chapter 
200, Subdivision of Land, of this Code.  

[2] Provisions satisfactory to the City Council shall be made to assure that areas of 
common use of the occupants, but not in individual ownership, shall be maintained in 
an acceptable manner without expense to the general public.  

D. Design requirements. No apartment/dwelling units shall be located within a cellar. 

E. Site requirements. 

(1) The structure shall be so located as to provide proper access to the building for fire-fighting 
equipment, trash collection and deliveries.  

(2) Off-street parking shall be provided at the rate of 2 1/2 spaces for every dwelling unit on each lot.  

F. Facilities. 

(1) Outdoor light fixtures shall be provided at locations that will assure the safe and convenient use 
of walks, steps, parking areas, driveways, streets and other such facilities.  

(2) Facilities for temporary trash/refuse storage shall be provided in such a manner that is adequate 
for the dwelling units they must support.  

G. Area regulations. 

(1) For permitted uses and single-family semidetached dwellings not separately owned: 

(a) Minimum interior lot area shall be 8,000 square feet and minimum corner lot area shall be 
13,000 square feet.  

(b) Maximum lot coverage shall be 30%. 

(c) Minimum lot width shall be 80 feet. 
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(d) Height of buildings shall not exceed three stories or 35 feet. Accessory buildings shall not 
exceed 15 feet in height.  

(e) Minimum front building setback line shall be 30 feet. 

(f) Minimum rear yard setback shall be 15 feet. For lower lots the rear yard may be reduced 
20% in depth to allow for the skewing of a residential dwelling on its lot.  

(g) Side yards shall be provided as follows: each lot shall have two side yards a minimum width 
of eight feet on each side.  

(h) Parking shall comply with the requirements provided in Article IV of this chapter. 

(i) Signs shall comply with the requirements in Article VI of this chapter. 

(j) Decks, subject to the following requirements: 

 [1] The deck cannot be located in the front yard. 

[2] A minimum distance of 10 feet must be maintained from the deck to the rear property 
line.  

(2) For single-family semidetached dwellings separately owned: 

(a) Minimum interior lot area shall be 4,000 square feet and minimum corner lot area shall be 
6,500 square feet.  

(b) Maximum lot coverage shall be 30%. 

(c) Minimum lot width shall be 40 feet. 

(d) Height of buildings shall not exceed three stories or 35 feet. Accessory buildings shall not 
exceed 15 feet in height.  

(e) Minimum front building setback line shall be 30 feet. 

(f) Minimum rear yard setback shall be 15 feet. For lower lots the rear yard may be reduced 
20% in depth to allow for the skewing of a residential dwelling on its lot.  

(g) Side yard shall be provided as follows: each lot shall have one side yard a minimum width 
of eight feet.  

(h) Parking shall comply with the requirements provided in Article IV of this chapter. 

(i) Signs shall comply with the requirements in Article VI of this chapter. 
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Section 1. ‐ One‐family residence zones [(R‐20, R‐15, R‐10, R‐8 and R‐7)].  

(R-20, R-15, R-10, R-8, R-7.) (See also article 5, Supplementary Regulations; and article 6, Off-Street 
Parking, Driveways and Loading Facilities.)  

1.1  Uses permitted. In a one-family residence R-20, R-15, R-10, R-8 and R-7 zones, no building or 
premises shall be used and no building or part of a building shall be erected or altered which is 
arranged, intended or designed to be used, in whole or in part, for any uses except the following:  

1.11  The raising of field and garden crops, vineyards and orchard farming, the maintenance of 
nurseries, and the seasonal sale of the products thereof, provided no building is erected and signs 
conform with article 5, section 4.  

1.12  One-family detached dwellings, not to exceed one such dwelling per lot.  

1.13  Public buildings, structures and uses, including parks and playgrounds, subject to approval 
of site plans by the planning commission in accordance with article 10, section 2.  

1.14  The following uses are permitted, conditional upon the approval of the planning commission 
in accordance with the procedures and subject to the general conditions set forth in section 10.1 
and to any specified requirements set forth below:  

(a) Places of worship, including parish houses; [and] schools, including nursery schools, 
kindergartens and day care centers in accordance with article 5, Supplementary 
Regulations, section 14. Day care facilities; philanthropic and eleemosynary institutions; 
hospitals and sanitariums for general medical care; and funeral homes subject to the 
following requirements:  

i. Any school permitted under this paragraph [subsection 1.14(a)] shall be a nonprofit 
organization within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Act and shall be 
registered effectively as such thereunder.  

ii. Any school permitted under this paragraph [subsection 1.14(a)], other than a 
kindergarten, nursery school, or day care center, shall occupy a lot with an area of 
not less than two acres, plus one acre for each 100 pupils for which the building is 
designed.  

iii. Any kindergarten or nursery school permitted under this paragraph [subsection 
1.14(a)] shall be limited to a maximum of 50 children in zones R-8 thru R-20 and 
a maximum of 100 children in all other zones. At least 100 square feet of outdoor 
play space per child shall be provided. Outdoor play space shall be fenced or 
otherwise enclosed on all sides and shall not include driveways, parking areas, or 
land unsuited by other usage or natural features for children's active play space. 
Fencing or other enclosures shall be a minimum height of four feet. The minimum 
lot area for each ten, or remainder over the multiple of ten, children shall be the 
same as the minimum lot area requirement for each dwelling unit in the districts in 
which such uses are to be located.  

iv. No such building or part thereof shall be erected with less than a 50-foot front yard 
or nearer than 25 feet from any other street or property line.  

v. The sum of all areas covered by all principal and accessory buildings shall not 
exceed 20 percent of the area of the lot.  

vi. Courts shall conform to the requirements of article 5, section 3 hereof.  

(b) Railroad and public utility rights-of-way and structures necessary to serve areas within 
the city, subject to such conditions as the planning commission may impose in order to 
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protect and promote the health and safety and general welfare of the community and 
the character of the neighborhood in which the proposed structure is to be constructed.  

(c) Country clubs or other annual membership clubs, catering exclusively to members and 
their guests, and accessory private playgrounds, golf courses, swimming pools, tennis 
courts and recreation buildings not conducted as business enterprises, provided that 
the following operations shall be prohibited:  

i. Outdoor entertainment, live or mechanical; 

ii. The use of outdoor public address systems for any purpose; and 

iii. Exterior lighting producing glare at the lot line other than that essential for the 
safety of the users of the premises.  

No building erected under the provisions of this paragraph [subsection 1.14(c)] shall be 
so erected nearer than 50 feet to any street or property line.  

1.15  Accessory uses, limited to the following:  

(a) Professional office or studio of an artist, dentist, musician, teacher, or physician, but not 
including veterinarians, provided that:  

i. Such office or studio is incidental to the residential use of the premises and is 
carried on by a resident thereon with not more than one nonresident assistant; and  

ii. Such office or studio shall occupy not more than 30 percent of the area of one floor 
of the main building.  

iii. Studios where dancing or music instruction is offered to groups in excess of four 
pupils at one time or where concerts or recitals are held are prohibited.  

iv. Medical centers, barbershops, beauty parlors, real estate offices, funeral homes 
or similar uses shall not be considered permitted accessory uses.  

(b) Garden house, tool house, playhouse, greenhouse or pool incidental to the residential 
use of the premises and not operated for gain.  

(c) Private garage, provided that, in the case of a one-family dwelling, such garage shall 
have a capacity of not more than three passenger automobiles. One such space may 
be leased to a person not [a] resident on the premises.  

(d) Keeping domestic animals as pets, provided not more than three (3) dogs over six 
months old, shall be permitted.  

(e) Keeping of chickens for individual domestic purposes subject to the following 
restrictions: 

i. Keeping of chickens shall not be permitted on lots smaller than 10,890 square feet 
in lot area.  

ii. No more than five (5) chickens shall be permitted on a residential lot. 

iii. Chickens shall be registered with the Delaware Department of Agriculture. 

iv. Chickens shall be penned in a coop that shall be at least four (4) square feet per 
chicken.  

v. All chicken coops shall be located in a rear yard and shall be a minimum of 20 feet 
from side and rear property lines.  

vi. Any odor associated with the chickens shall not be discernable from property lines. 

vii. Keeping of roosters shall be prohibited. 
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viii. Any lot with chickens shall either comply with these requirements by June 1, 2016 
or remove the chickens.  

(f) Dormitories accessory to schools, provided that such dormitories conform to the bulk 
regulations of the RG-1 zone. For purposes of computing bulk requirements, each four 
rooms shall be considered one dwelling unit. Parking shall be calculated as identified in 
Article 6—Off-Street Parking, Section 3—Required off-street parking spaces, 
Paragraph 3.1—Schedule of requirements.  

(g) Customary home occupations, provided that: 

i. No display of products, goods and/or signs shall be visible from the street. 

ii. Such home occupation shall be incidental and secondary to the residential use of 
the premises and shall be conducted in the principal building by the resident or 
residents that reside therein.  

iii. Nonresident assistants or co-workers shall be prohibited. 

iv. Such home occupation shall not occupy more than 30 percent of the area of one 
floor in the principal building.  

v. There shall be no exterior effect such as noise, traffic, odor, dust, smoke, gas, 
fumes, radiation, or electromagnetic interference.  

1.16 [1.2]  Site development plan approval. Site development plan approval in accordance with article 
10, section 2 hereof shall be required prior to the issuance of building permits for the erection or 
enlargement of all structures and related accessory structures. Such approval shall also be required 
prior to the issuance of certificates of occupancy for a change of use.  

1.17 [1.3]  Performance standards. All uses are subject to performance standards as set forth in article 
5, section 8.1.  

1.18 [1.4]  [Closed zone.] Zone R-7 is a closed zone in accordance with article 10, section 5.19.  

1.19 [1.5]  [Signs.] Signs shall meet the regulations found in article 5, section 4, supplementary sign 
regulations.  

(Ord. of 1-8-1979; Ord. of 5-14-1990; Ord. of 12-14-1992(2); Ord. of 7-10-2000; Ord. of 2-12-
2001; Ord. No. 2009-12, 9-14-2009; Ord. No. 2011-21, 10-10-2011; Ord. No. 2016-01, 4-11-2016)  
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Chapter 180 - RESIDENTIAL RENTAL OPERATING LICENSES  

§ 180-1. - Title.  

This chapter shall be known as the "Residential Rental Operating License Ordinance."  

§ 180-2. - Purpose.  

This chapter is adopted to protect the health, safety and welfare of the City residents and to prevent 
deterioration of the housing stock in the City.  

§ 180-3. - Definitions.  

For purposes of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall have the 
meanings given herein:  

CITY — The City of Milford, Delaware.  

CODE OFFICIAL — The Building Inspector and/or Code Enforcement Official.  

LANDLORD — A person and/or an authorized representative, heir, successor or assignee of a person who 
leases or otherwise permits another person to occupy a rental unit for money or other consideration.  

PERSON — An individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity.  

RENTAL UNIT — — Any house, building, structure or portion thereof, which is occupied, rented or leased 
as the home or residence of one or more persons. "Rental unit" does not include motel, hotel or bed-and-
breakfast rooms where paying guests stay on a temporary basis. "Rental unit" also does not include 
rehabilitation or mental health group homes where residents may pay rent but the home is managed and 
owned by nonprofit entities for the benefit of the renters' special needs.  

TENANT — A person who occupies a rental unit for which said person pays money or gives other 
consideration.  

§ 180-4. - Rental operating license required; exceptions.  

A. No landlord shall operate a rental unit in the City unless an application has been filed and a current 
rental operating license has been issued for the specified rental unit for the current year.  

B. Exceptions. 

(1) No rental license shall be required where the owner occupies the dwelling unit. 

(2) No fee shall be charged if the occupant provides written verification that they are directly related 
to the owner. 

§ 180-5. - Application for rental operating license and agreement to comply.  

A. Every landlord shall apply for a rental operating license and shall agree to comply with all provisions 
of this and any other applicable City ordinance.  

B. The application shall be in the form provided by the Code Enforcement Department and shall be 
accompanied by a check or money order payable to the City of Milford in the amount set forth by City 
Council.  

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any rental dwelling without obtaining a license from the 
Licensing Division of the Department of Planning and Inspections in order to determine compliance. 
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The license shall expire annually on December 31. The fee for the annual license shall be $50 for each 
unit.  

D. In the event that the license fee set forth herein is not paid on the date due, then the licensee shall 
incur a penalty fee in the amount of $25 per month per unit until the license fee is paid.  

E. An owner whose license has been suspended shall pay a reinstatement fee of $100. 

F. The owner or occupant of any rental shall not be entitled to receive utilities until the license fee required 
is paid in full, and City personnel shall refuse to provide sewage, water and electric to the property 
until satisfactory proof is furnished that such fee has been paid.  

§ 180-6. - Contents of applications.  

Every landlord shall supply the following information to the City as part of the annual application for a rental 
operating license and agreement to comply:  

A. The mailing and street address of the rental units. 

B. Name of responsible party leasing the unit and telephone number at time of application. 

C. The total number of persons living in the rental unit at time of application. 

D. Landlord's name, mailing address and telephone number. 

§ 180-7. - Regulations for issuance of licenses.  

A. If violations are found that pose a health or safety risk to the tenants, the unit may be judged as unfit 
for occupancy by the Code Official.  

B. Expiration of permits. Each rental operating license shall expire on December 31 of the year in which 
it was issued. No prorating, rebate or refund shall be made because of nonuse of the permit.  

C. Timing for reapplication. 

(1) Application to renew a rental operating license shall be made at least 60 days prior to the 
expiration date of the current license.  

(2) When reapplication is made fewer than 30 days before the expiration date, the pendency of the 
application will not prevent the expiration of the license.  

D. Every rental unit owned shall have a "caretaker" designated by the owner. 

(1) The caretaker may be the property owner if residing within a ten-mile radius of Milford, Delaware.  

(2) The caretaker shall be an adult person(s) 18 years or older, specifically identified in writing by the 
owner on the rental license application (stating name, address and telephone numbers) and 
reside in such proximity to the City as to allow him or her to meet with the Code Enforcement 
Official at the rental unit within 48 hours of receipt of notice from the Code Enforcement Official. 
The caretaker may also be a management company (corporation, LLC and/or partnership); 
however, the management company must assign a contact person.  

(3) The caretaker shall be charged, by the owner, with responsibility and authority to deal with 
occupants of the premises on behalf of the owner, to make repairs to the rental unit, to maintain 
the premises and the common areas thereof, and to accept service of process on behalf of the 
owner.  

(4) Once notified of a defective condition and unless circumstances are beyond the caretaker's 
control, the caretaker will be given an amount of time to make repairs as deemed reasonable by 
the Code Official.  

(5) The owner shall notify the City in writing of any changes in the name, address, and/or telephone 
number of the caretaker.  
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E. No license shall be issued to any person or business unless all taxes, assessments, sewer, water, 
electric, trash charges and any other fees due the City are paid and in good standing.  

F. The owner is subject to penalties as defined in § 180-9 for failure to comply.  

§ 180-8. - Inspections.  

A. The Code Enforcement Official reserves the right to inspect property at any time to ensure compliance 
with all property maintenance (Chapter 174), zoning (Chapter 230) and other codes.  

B. When such inspections are deemed necessary, the Code Enforcement Official will provide 48 hours' 
notice to the owner or caretaker. Exceptions to this rule will apply when health or safety conditions 
exist that require immediate inspection.  

C. A rental unit shall be deemed to be not in substantial compliance if: 

(1) There are one or more violations that pose a serious and substantial threat to the health, safety 
or welfare of the occupants.  

(2) There are an extensive number of minor violations that, cumulatively, pose a significant threat to 
the health, safety, and welfare of the occupants.  

D. When the Code Enforcement Official schedules an inspection, it is the responsibility of the property 
owner to make sure the structure/property is ready by the time the inspector arrives on site.  

(1) If an inspection needs to be cancelled or rescheduled, the Code Enforcement Official must be 
notified by 8:30 a.m. the day of the inspection.  

(2) If an inspector arrives on site and the structure/property is not ready and the inspection was not 
cancelled or rescheduled, a fee of $100 must be paid at City Hall before the inspection can be 
rescheduled. This fee may be waived if the property is not ready for inspection due to 
circumstances beyond the control of the landlord/caretaker.  

E. When conditions of a property are such that cause more than one follow-up inspection, for the purpose 
of ensuring compliance, a fee of $50 per inspection will be imposed.  

§ 180-9. - Violations and penalties; enforcement.  

A. Penalty for violation. 

(1) Any property owner who shall violate any provisions of this chapter or who fails to comply with 
any notice or order issued by a Code Enforcement Official pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter shall be guilty of violating the provisions of this chapter and, upon conviction thereof, shall 
be fined not less than $500 nor more than $1,000. The minimum fine is not subject to suspension 
or reduction.  

(2) Except where an appeal is taken, each day of a separate and continuing violation shall be deemed 
a separate offense.  

B. Should the aforesaid penalties not be paid within 30 days of being assessed, and after notice of said 
failure is served, then the property covered by this chapter will be assessed for the unpaid penalties, 
which shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as City taxes.  

C. If any of the cited violations are not remedied, the Code Enforcement Official shall revoke the 
residential rental operating license.  

D. The remedies contained within this section shall further not be exclusive, but shall be in addition to 
any other remedy provided by law, so long as not inconsistent herewith, nor shall the invoking of any 
remedy or procedure contained within this section preclude the pursuit of any and all other remedies, 
and the same are intended to be cumulative.  
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Chapter 180 ‐ RESIDENTIAL RENTAL OPERATING LICENSES  

[HISTORY: Adopted by the City Council of the City of Milford 12-8-2008 by Ord. No. 2008-8.1 
[] Amendments noted where applicable.]  

GENERAL REFERENCES qc  

Building construction — See Ch. 88.   Zoning — See Ch. 230.  

Property maintenance — See Ch. 174.    

  

§ 180‐1. ‐ Title.  

This chapter shall be known as the "Residential Rental Operating License Ordinance."  

§ 180‐2. ‐ Purpose.  

This chapter is adopted to protect the health, safety and welfare of the City residents and to prevent 
deterioration of the housing stock in the City.  

§ 180‐3. ‐ Definitions.  

For purposes of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall have the 
meanings given herein:  

CITY — The City of Milford, Delaware.  

CODE OFFICIAL — The Building Inspector and/or Code Enforcement Official.  

LANDLORD — A person and/or an authorized representative, heir, successor or assignee of a person who 
leases or otherwise permits another person to occupy a rental unit for money or other consideration.  

PERSON — An individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity.  

RENTAL UNIT — — Any house, building, structure or portion thereof, which is occupied, rented or leased 
as the home or residence of one or more persons. "Rental unit" does not include motel, hotel or bed-and-
breakfast rooms where paying guests stay on a temporary basis. "Rental unit" also does not include 
rehabilitation or mental health group homes where residents may pay rent but the home is managed and 
owned by nonprofit entities for the benefit of the renters' special needs.  

TENANT — A person who occupies a rental unit for which said person pays money or gives other 
consideration.  

§ 180‐4. ‐ Rental operating license required.  

No landlord shall operate a rental unit in the City unless an application has been filed and a current rental 
operating license has been issued for the specified rental unit for the current year.  

§ 180‐5. ‐ Application for rental operating license and agreement to comply.  
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A. Every landlord shall apply for a rental operating license and shall agree to comply with all provisions 
of this and any other applicable City ordinance.  

B. The application shall be in the form provided by the Code Enforcement Department and shall be 
accompanied by a check or money order payable to the City of Milford in the amount set forth by City 
Council.  

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any rental dwelling without obtaining a license from the 
Licensing Division of the Department of Planning and Inspections in order to determine compliance. 
The license shall expire annually on December 31. The fee for the annual license shall be $50 for each 
unit.  

D. In the event that the license fee set forth herein is not paid on the date due, then the licensee shall 
incur a penalty fee in the amount of $25 per month per unit until the license fee is paid.  

E. An owner whose license has been suspended shall pay a reinstatement fee of $100. 

F. The owner or occupant of any rental shall not be entitled to receive utilities until the license fee required 
is paid in full, and City personnel shall refuse to provide sewage, water and electric to the property 
until satisfactory proof is furnished that such fee has been paid.  

§ 180‐6. ‐ Contents of applications.  

Every landlord shall supply the following information to the City as part of the annual application for a rental 
operating license and agreement to comply:  

A. The mailing and street address of the rental units. 

B. Name of responsible party leasing the unit and telephone number at time of application. 

C. The total number of persons living in the rental unit at time of application. 

D. Landlord's name, mailing address and telephone number. 

§ 180‐7. ‐ Regulations for issuance of licenses.  

A. If violations are found that pose a health or safety risk to the tenants, the unit may be judged as unfit 
for occupancy by the Code Official.  

B. Expiration of permits. Each rental operating license shall expire on December 31 of the year in which 
it was issued. No prorating, rebate or refund shall be made because of nonuse of the permit.  

C. Timing for reapplication. 

(1) Application to renew a rental operating license shall be made at least 60 days prior to the 
expiration date of the current license.  

(2) When reapplication is made fewer than 30 days before the expiration date, the pendency of the 
application will not prevent the expiration of the license.  

D. Every rental unit owned shall have a "caretaker" designated by the owner. 

(1) The caretaker may be the property owner if residing within a ten-mile radius of Milford, Delaware.  

(2) The caretaker shall be an adult person(s) 18 years or older, specifically identified in writing by the 
owner on the rental license application (stating name, address and telephone numbers) and 
reside in such proximity to the City as to allow him or her to meet with the Code Enforcement 
Official at the rental unit within 48 hours of receipt of notice from the Code Enforcement Official. 
The caretaker may also be a management company (corporation, LLC and/or partnership); 
however, the management company must assign a contact person.  

(3) The caretaker shall be charged, by the owner, with responsibility and authority to deal with 
occupants of the premises on behalf of the owner, to make repairs to the rental unit, to maintain 
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the premises and the common areas thereof, and to accept service of process on behalf of the 
owner.  

(4) Once notified of a defective condition and unless circumstances are beyond the caretaker's 
control, the caretaker will be given an amount of time to make repairs as deemed reasonable by 
the Code Official.  

(5) The owner shall notify the City in writing of any changes in the name, address, and/or telephone 
number of the caretaker.  

E. No license shall be issued to any person or business unless all taxes, assessments, sewer, water, 
electric, trash charges and any other fees due the City are paid and in good standing.  

F. The owner is subject to penalties as defined in § 180-9 for failure to comply.  

[Ord. No. 2011-8, §§ 2, 3, 4-11-2011] 

§ 180‐8. ‐ Inspections.  

A. The Code Enforcement Official reserves the right to inspect property at any time to ensure compliance 
with all property maintenance (Chapter 174), zoning (Chapter 230) and other codes.  

B. When such inspections are deemed necessary, the Code Enforcement Official will provide 48 hours' 
notice to the owner or caretaker. Exceptions to this rule will apply when health or safety conditions 
exist that require immediate inspection.  

C. A rental unit shall be deemed to be not in substantial compliance if: 

(1) There are one or more violations that pose a serious and substantial threat to the health, safety 
or welfare of the occupants.  

(2) There are an extensive number of minor violations that, cumulatively, pose a significant threat to 
the health, safety, and welfare of the occupants.  

D. When the Code Enforcement Official schedules an inspection, it is the responsibility of the property 
owner to make sure the structure/property is ready by the time the inspector arrives on site.  

(1) If an inspection needs to be cancelled or rescheduled, the Code Enforcement Official must be 
notified by 8:30 a.m. the day of the inspection.  

(2) If an inspector arrives on site and the structure/property is not ready and the inspection was not 
cancelled or rescheduled, a fee of $100 must be paid at City Hall before the inspection can be 
rescheduled. This fee may be waived if the property is not ready for inspection due to 
circumstances beyond the control of the landlord/caretaker.  

E. When conditions of a property are such that cause more than one follow-up inspection, for the purpose 
of ensuring compliance, a fee of $50 per inspection will be imposed.  

§ 180‐9. ‐ Violations and penalties; enforcement.  

A. Penalty for violation. 

(1) Any property owner who shall violate any provisions of this chapter or who fails to comply with 
any notice or order issued by a Code Enforcement Official pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter shall be guilty of violating the provisions of this chapter and, upon conviction thereof, shall 
be fined not less than $500 nor more than $1,000. The minimum fine is not subject to suspension 
or reduction.  

(2) Except where an appeal is taken, each day of a separate and continuing violation shall be deemed 
a separate offense.  
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B. Should the aforesaid penalties not be paid within 30 days of being assessed, and after notice of said 
failure is served, then the property covered by this chapter will be assessed for the unpaid penalties, 
which shall be collected in the same manner and at the same time as City taxes.  

C. If any of the cited violations are not remedied, the Code Enforcement Official shall revoke the 
residential rental operating license.  

D. The remedies contained within this section shall further not be exclusive, but shall be in addition to 
any other remedy provided by law, so long as not inconsistent herewith, nor shall the invoking of any 
remedy or procedure contained within this section preclude the pursuit of any and all other remedies, 
and the same are intended to be cumulative.  



 
 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 180 VICKERS DRIVE 
302.422.1110, FAX 302.422.1119 MILFORD, DE  19963 

www.cityofmilford.com  

 
 
To:     Eric Norenberg, City Manager 
From:     Mark A. Whitfield, Public Works Director 
Subject:  Holiday Lighting 
Date:     October 6, 2016 
 
Presently, the city owns approximately 15 various holiday fixtures which are 
approximately 25 years old, and are in need of replacement.    The fixtures were located 
at the following locations:   Bicentennial Park (horse & sleigh, man & woman skating, 
skater, fallen skater, and chestnut roaster & carriage), Second Street Theater (boy & girl 
carolers and man & woman carolers), City Hall (man lighting lantern and horse & 
carriage), Point (across from DQ – 2 deer and 2 snowflakes), and at Santa House (2 
angels).   Additionally, SEASON GREETINGS signs were placed at the Police Station 
and at the Point.    The existing SEASON GREETINGS signs are in very bad shape and 
need to be discarded. 
 
In addition to the above, the Electric Division places lights (incandescent bulbs) on four 
trees at city hall, three trees at the farmer’s market, a pine tree at the point, and a pine 
tree at Parson Thorne.   The decorative lamp posts and trees downtown, as well as the 
Riverwalk, are decorated with banners, greens, wreaths, and lights by Parks and 
Recreation and DMI volunteers. 
 
In the 2017 budget, Council authorized $15,000 for the new decorations and Christmas 
fixtures in the downtown.    Attached are catalogue cuts depicting similar Christmas 
fixtures of the ones needing to be replaced.   The entire budget allotment could be spent 
on the replacement of the existing fixtures; however, the committee may want to 
consider other alternatives.   One suggestion is the use of holiday banners in lieu of the 
Welcome to Milford banners, since the DMI is considering coordinating banner 
replacement in the near future.    Additional suggestions for lighting include: 

1. Replacing all tree lights using LED lighting ($2000),  
2. Installation of approximately 40 holiday banners, in lieu of Welcome to Milford 

banners ($4000) 
https://www.sierradisplay.com/sb_dynamic.asp?var=holidays&page=5, 



3. Completing two additional trees at both city hall and the police station ($1500), 
4. Adding window LED window candles to city hall, finance, and police station 

windows ($400), 
5. Adding additional wreaths to street light poles downtown  
6. Adding wreathes to police station, finance, customer service, and city hall doors 

($300). 
 

 
Option A   Option B   Option C  

 
White LED Lighting for Trees $    2,000   $    2,000   $    2,000  

Banners $    4,000   $    4,000   $    4,000  

Two additional Lit Trees $    1,500  

LED Window Candles $       400  

Wreaths on City Buildings $       300  

Wreaths for Downtown Streets $    3,500   $    3,500  

1 - 2 new figures $    3,300  

2 - 4 new figures   $   5,500  

4 - 6 new figures     $     9,000  

 
 $ 15,000   $ 15,000   $  15,000  
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